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WELCOME to the first-ever summer edition of the Middle School Message.  The Middle School Message is published monthly (and e-mailed to parents) to keep students and parents apprised of upcoming school events and other news.  This summer edition will give you a preview of important information about the first few weeks of school.
September



7
Orientation Day 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.


8
First full day of classes



Pizza Day

9
After-school “Clubs Fair” (Ceramics, Film, French, Spanish, School Scribble) 
3:30 -4:30


11
SSAT English Prep Class (8th Grade) 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
14
Open Gym begins for Grades 5- 8 (7:30 – 8:00 a.m.)


School Scribble, Math Lab, and Band Practice begin 3:30 – 4:30
16
Back-to-School Night 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

18
NO SSAT prep class today

20
Chesapeake Bay Critter Project due for Grade 8 students
21
School Picture Day – DRESS UNIFORM


Secondary School Fair at Norwood 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
22-24
Grade 7 Caroline Furnace Trip

25
SSAT English Prep Class (Grade 8)  9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
28
Grade 7 Morning Meeting 8:15 a.m.
30 
Grade 8 Morning Meeting 8:15 a.m.
ORIENTATION DAY

Orientation Day is 10:30 – 11:30 on Tuesday, September 7 for Middle School students.  On the colonnade, parents can pick up an envelope containing the homeroom assignment, a WES Handbook/Directory, and a schedule for Orientation Day.  Students and parents should come up to the Middle School Commons to meet the homeroom teachers and advisors.  Then, parents return to the Library while the students meet in their homerooms.

For Grade 8 students, there is a Community Service opportunity on Orientation Day.  Mrs. Wright needs about 6-8 students to serve as guides to new families.  Students need to arrive at 8:30 a.m. and will be finished around 10:45, at which time they will join their homeroom.  We ask the guides to wear a WES t-shirt.  Please let Mrs. Wright know if you’re interested.

SECONDARY SCHOOLS MEETINGS WITH MRS. WRIGHT

Mrs. Wright has met with most Grade 8 parents over the summer to discuss the secondary schools process and specific secondary schools for their child.   If you have not yet met with Mrs. Wright, please contact her to set up a meeting.

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

Middle School Back-to-School-Night is scheduled for Thursday, September 16, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.  We hope everyone will attend, and we look forward to seeing you that evening.  There will be a reception in the Library, followed by the opportunity to visit with your child’s homeroom teachers, academic teachers, and some of the special teachers.

MORNING MEETINGS

Morning grade level meetings provide helpful information about common patterns of development at each grade level and suggest ways parents can be most supportive.  All parents are encouraged to attend.  The Grade 7 meeting is Tuesday, September 28 at 8:15 a.m., and the Grade 8 meeting is Thursday, September 30 at 8:15 a.m.  Both meetings are in the Library and we plan to start promptly at 8:15.
SSAT PREP CLASSES

Grade 8 students have the opportunity to participate in Secondary School Admission Test (SSAT) prep classes on Saturday mornings. The English classes are September 11 and 25 and October 2 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  The math classes are scheduled for October 16, 23, 30 and November 6 from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  Please contact Mrs. Wright if you’re interested.   Each class is $165 ($330 for both) and students can sign up for one or both.  Checks should be payable to WES.

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

The following activities are available every week after school for Middle School students.  There are also Community Service activities scheduled on various Friday afternoons throughout the year.

There will be a “Club Fair” on Thursday, September 9, 3:30 – 4:30.  Teachers who sponsor the different clubs will talk about their activities and answer questions so that students can better decide which clubs they want to participate in. 

Monday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.)


Required Sports


Study Hall in the Library


Computer Club Assistant (Community Service)


Library Assistant (Community Service)

Tuesday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.)


School Scribble (Begins September 14)

Math Lab (Begins September 14)

Band Practice (All Band students should attend unless in Math Lab.  Begins September 14)


Study Hall in the Library


Library Assistant (Community Service)
Wednesday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.)
  Required Sports and WESQwest for all MS students
Thursday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.)


Clubs – Ceramics, Film, French, Spanish (Begin September 16)


Study Hall in the Library


Library Assistant (Community Service)
GRADE 7 TRIP TO CAROLINE FURNACE

The 7th grade trip to Caroline Furnace is scheduled for September 22-24.  Details will be available after school starts.  Caroline Furnace is located in the Shenandoah Valley, west of Luray, Virginia.
GRADE 8 TRIP TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY

The 8th grade is scheduled for the three-day trip to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation Study Center at Port Isobel near Tangier Island on Wednesday-Friday, November 3-5.  Information will be posted shortly on Mrs. Earle’s Chesapeake Bay page on the WES website, and more details regarding the trip will be forthcoming.  Students, don't forget that your Chesapeake Bay Critter Project is due Monday, September 20!   The assignment and information on a good research site are also available on Mrs. Earle’s page.

EUROPEAN TRIPS MEETINGS

We do not have firm dates for any of the Europe trips at this point, but hope to have them in the next few weeks.  Generally, the trips take place in early to mid May.

Italy - All Grade 7 parents are invited to attend the initial Italy meeting on Friday, October 8 at 8:15 a.m. 
France and Spain - The date for the initial information meetings regarding the French and Spanish exchanges is Friday, October 15 at 8:15 a.m.   We ask that all Middle School parents - both 7th and 8th grade – attend these meetings.  Both 7th and 8th grade families are asked to host exchange students, so the first part of the meeting will be devoted to the exchange students’ visits to WES.  Then, 7th grade parents may leave if they wish and we’ll discuss the 8th graders’ trips to France or Spain.  Dates are not confirmed yet, but we expect the Spanish students to be here in early March and the French students to be here in April.  We also encourage 7th and 8th grade ASC students to host and participate in the exchanges.   Parents of ASC students should contact Mrs. Wright to discuss which exchange meeting they should attend.

The Middle School faculty is looking forward to a wonderful year with your children.  Please do not hesitate to call Nancy Wright, your child’s advisor, or any of the teachers with questions and concerns. 

