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Middle School Message

April 2009
CHECK OUT CLASS OF 2009 SCHOOL ACCEPTANCES – PAGE 2!

April

1 Pizza Lunch

2 4th grade/7th grade Foreign Language Breakfast

Secondary Schools Process Meeting for 7th grade parents – 8:15 a.m.

3
Field trip to jazz concert at Kennedy Center – DRESS UNIFORM
Community Service Opportunities – Little Falls Parkway Clean-up AND 

Rosemount Children’s Center

5:00 p.m. – Basketball game –’08-‘09

7
Lunch speakers for all students in Grades 6, 7, 8

9 8th Grade Field Trip to the Supreme Court – DRESS UNIFORM
All paperwork, passports and spending money checks due for France, Italy, 

and Spain trips

10 Good Friday – NO SCHOOL

13
Easter Monday – NO SCHOOL

15
All-School Easter Chapel – DRESS UNIFORM
18
WES Benefit Auction


SSAT testing date

21
Spring Choral/Band Concert – 7:30 p.m.

22
NOON DISMISSAL

24
MAESA FAIR

25
WES Community Service Day 10:00 a.m. – Noon


Dance at McLean Firehouse Teen Center – 7:00 – 9:30 p.m.

27
French exchange students arrive – they should be at WES by dismissal time
29
All-School Chapel to install Father Kim – 10:00 a.m. – DRESS UNIFORM
30
8th Grade Shakespeare Dessert Theater – 7:00 p.m.
May

1
Italy trip meeting for parents going on trip – 8:00 a.m.
6
Pizza Lunch

7
7th Grade Drama Showcase – Joseph and His Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat 


Farewell Party for French exchange students


French exchange students depart
9
French students depart for France – Meet at Dulles at Air France desk – 
7:15  p.m.

10
Spanish students depart for Spain – Meet at Delta desk at Dulles Airport at 
1:00 p.m. (Please note there has been a change in departure time of flight and this is an earlier time than published before.)
11
7th grade Field Trip to Shrine of the Immaculate Conception – DRESS 
UNIFORM
12
7th grade students depart for Italy – No school for 7th graders – Meet at 

United desk at Dulles Airport at 2:30 p.m.

21 7th grade returns from Italy – pick-up at Dulles – flight arrives at 2:53 p.m.
8th Grade French students return – pick up at Dulles – flight arrives at 6:55 p.m.


8th Grade Spanish students return – pick-up at Dulles – flight arrives at 9:10
 
p.m. from New York

22
NO SCHOOL FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
25          Memorial Day – No School

29
Field Day – 1:00 Dismissal
June


2- 5
Middle School exams

3
Pizza Day


5
Rain Date for Field Day

8th Graders dismissed at Noon unless Community Service hours are not 

completed or unless we have Field Day
Founders Day Picnic and Art Show

8
Awards Assembly – 1:00 p.m.



Parent and Graduate Reception – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.


9
Graduation – 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. (DRESS UNIFORM for 7th grade)


8th Graders arrive at 1:00 unless Community Service hours are not 

Completed

10
Last day of school – 11:15 Closing Chapel - NOON Dismissal
(No School for 8th graders)
Secondary Schools

Congratulations to the Class of 2009!  They received acceptances from the following schools: 

Bishop O’Connell High School

The Brooks School (MA)
The Bullis School

Connelly School of the Holy Child

Edmund Burke School

The Field School
Foxcroft School (VA)
Georgetown Day School
Gonzaga College High School

The Hill School (PA)
Holton Arms School

Landon School

The Madeira School

The Maret School

National Cathedral School

Our Lady of Good Counsel

The Potomac School

St. Albans School

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
St. Andrews School  (DE)
St. John’s College High School
St. Stephens and St. Agnes School
Sidwell Friends School

Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart
The Taft School (CT)

In all, the class received 52 acceptances, 22 waiting list invitations, and only 13 denies.

WES Alumni Basketball Night
WES will host its own version of March Madness on Friday, April 3 from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.  The first game will pit the Class of ’08 against the Class of ’09.  In the second game, the alumni will challenge the faculty in the first half, and then the alumni players will play Blue vs. Gold for the second half.  Pizza will be sold ($1/slice) after the games.  All middle schoolers are invited and should RSVP to alumni@w-e-s.org if they plan to attend.
FOOD AND TOILETRY COLLECTIONS

As part of the WES Community Service Day (see below for more details), we are collecting canned/boxed food, as well as toiletry items (sample size shampoo, conditioner, body wash, lotion, hand sanitizing wipes, packaged shaving materials, toothbrushes and toothpaste, lip balm, deodorant, and tissue packs) to donate to Bethesda Cares and Samaritan Ministries.  Middle School students should give these items to Mrs. Wright between now and April 17.  The Blue or Gold group that collects the most items will receive a special treat.
WOMEN WITH CAREERS IN MATH AND SCIENCE
Our final speaker in the “Women with Careers in Math and Science” is Karrie Houston, a Satellite Contamination Engineer with NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, who will speak Tuesday, April 7. Throughout the year we have had several lunch speakers for the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade girls.  They included Rebecca Schnieder Luria, MD, a dermatologist with the Medical Corps, United States Army and a WES alum, and Helen Kerch, Ph.D., a materials scientist with the US Department of Energy.  They spoke about their careers and how the math and science they learned in school has aided them in their professions.  Many thanks to WES parent, Gail Jackson, for arranging for these inspiring speakers.

CAREERS FOR MEN
Also, on Tuesday, April 7, we welcome a lunch speaker for the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade boys, Dr. Alan Nathan, a social worker. During the year, the boys have also heard from WES teachers Deighton Alleyne and Eric Chalfin about their careers.

Italy Trip

Please make sure the following items are handed into the WES office by Thursday, April 9:

· Signed and notarized Agreement and Release – for all students

· Personal Health and Medical Summary – for all students

· Parent Personal Health and Medical Summary – for parents going on the trip 

· Student Summary – for all students

· Check for spending money ($100-$125, payable to WES) for students who do not have a parent going on the trip

· Actual passports for all students

There is a very important meeting Friday, May 1 at 8:15 a.m. for parents going on the trip.  Parents who are not going on the trip are certainly welcome to attend, but the main focus of the meeting will be the role of chaperones, the logistics of traveling with 60+ people, and the rules we expect the students to follow.

FRENCH AND SPANISH TRIP FORMS

Also due on Thursday, April 9, for 8th graders are the following:

· Signed and notarized Agreement and Release 

· Personal Health and Medical Summary 

· Check for spending money ($ 250)

· For students traveling to France, checks should be made payable as follows:
· Ahmed – Lloyd Howell to Marguerite Miller

· Megan Howell – Lydon  to Mehdi Elkassem

· Mark – Zou to Marie-Claire Braun

· For students traveling to Spain, checks should be made payable to WES.

· Actual passports 
BAND/CHORAL CONCERT
Please join us for the Spring Band/Choral Concert on Tuesday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m.  Student performers should arrive at 7:00 p.m. in dress uniform, including white crew socks for girls.

WES COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY

On the morning of Saturday, April 25, WES will hold its second Community Service Day.  There will be age-appropriate community service activities for all grade levels.  All WES students, families, faculty, staff, and alumni are invited to participate.  Our efforts will benefit Bethesda Cares, Samaritan Ministries of Greater Washington, Rosemount Center, and So Others Might Eat.  Middle School students are needed to help with Rosemount Center clean-up (9:30 – 11:45 a.m.), cleaning up Little Falls Parkway (10:00 - Noon) and delivering and serving of food to a Bethesda Cares soup kitchen (10:30 – 12:15).  There may also be an opportunity Friday afternoon, April 24 for Middle School students to make breakfast items for the next morning.  Mrs. Wright will have sign-up sheets shortly.  Students who participate may come to school on Monday, April 27 in appropriate free dress.
DANCE ON SATURDAY, APRIL 25

WES is joining with several other Middle Schools to host a dance on Saturday night, April 25 7:00 – 9:30 p.m. at the Old Firehouse Teen Center in McLean, Virginia.  We are still working out some of the details, but it should be a fun evening for all students. We will have a DJ.  There are also pool tables and foosball games, plus a snack bar.  And parents -- we will need chaperones! Stay tuned for more information.

French Exchange Students

We look forward to saying “Bienvenue” to our French exchange students who will be with us from April 27 – May 7.  WES faculty will pick up the exchange students from the airport and bring them to WES.  Host families should plan to pick up their exchange students when they pick up their WES student.  During the exchange, the French students will be touring sites in and around Washington with their teachers while our students are in class.
HOMEWORK RELIEF DURING FRENCH EXCHANGE
The faculty is aware that hosting a French student will take up some time in the evening that is usually available for homework.  Therefore, each teacher has agreed to not assign homework for two nights while the French students are here.  Here is a schedule of which courses will not assign homework:

April 27 –  No Science/No Math  HW 

April 28 –  No English HW

April 29 –  No History/Geography HW

April 30 –  No Science HW/NO HW for 8th grade due to Dessert Theater
May 1–  No weekend homework 
May 4 – No Math HW

Ma y 5– No History/Geography
May 6 – No English HW

There will also be no French homework.  Please remember that the French students will have some assignments to work on and that they will also need some “down” time
PARENT BOOK GROUP:

Join fellow Washington Episcopal School parents on Wednesday April, 29th, at 7PM, for good conversation, good company and good food at our next meeting of the WES parent book club. We will be discussing The Bully, the Bullied and the Bystander:  From Preschool to High School- How Parents and Teachers can Help Break the Cycle of Violence, by Barbara Coloroso. All parents are welcomed to join the discussion on how parents and caregivers can learn, and help children learn, the tools to address bullying and break the cycle of violence. For more information please visit Barbara Coloroso’s website at: http://kidsareworthit.com Please contact Kristie Postorino, School Counselor, to RSVP or with any questions at: kpostorino@w-e-s.org or (301) 652-7878, ext. 263
8TH GRADE DESSERT THEATER

Eighth grade families, the 8th graders will present scenes from A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream on the evening of Thursday, April 30 (7:00 – 8:30 p.m.).  Each family is asked to bring a dessert.

7TH GRADE DRAMA SHOWCASE

Middle School families are invited to the 7th grade Drama Showcase on Thursday, May 7 at 3:30 p.m. in the WES gym.  The students will be performing scenes from Joseph and His Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat.  Following the performance, we will have a pizza party for our French exchange students.  After the party, the French exchange students will depart for Dulles airport via the WES buses.  

Final Exams

Middle School students take final exams in several subjects June 2-5.  A more detailed schedule will be forthcoming shortly.

Graduation

Graduation for the Class of 2009 is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9 at 2:00 p.m. in the gym, with a reception for graduates and their families in the library after the ceremony. 7th grade parents should plan to pick up their children at the regular 3:30 dismissal.  Here are the clothing guidelines for the graduates:
Girls
pale pastel (solid or floral print) or white dress, at or below knee to calf in length (ankle length dresses or dresses above the knee are inappropriate), no low cut or strapless dresses and no spaghetti straps or shawls.  (Girls need to bring their dresses in for approval by Ms. Postorino as soon as possible, but at least several weeks before graduation.)
Boys
white or stone trousers, blue oxford shirt with WES striped tie, navy blazer, dark dress shoes

Cultural attire is acceptable for students of foreign background

Science

Please take a look at the beautiful research posters on famous chemists made by the 8th grade Physical Science students, now on display in the hall just outside the science lab.   They provide a fascinating glimpse into the scientific, historical, and social trends of the last two centuries.
8TH GRADE BOOK CLUB

The optional 8th grade book club will meet on April 8th and 29th to discuss River Cross my Heart by Breena Clarke.  The book group is offered to 8th grade students to let them explore specific times in history through literature and is led by Jeanie Kahn.  Please encourage your 8th grader to sign up for this book discussion, the last one of this year.
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Roby Menefee for being named a Top Ten Winner in the Creative Communication Poetry Contest.  His poem was chosen out of several thousand entries.
