Washington Episcopal School

~ Middle School Message ~

December 2009
December
2 Pizza Lunch

3 Grade 7 Drama Showcase – 9:00 a.m.

4 Grade 8 Transcript Requests due to Registrar

$ 750 deposit due for Grade 7 parents going on the Italy trip

Community Service Opportunity – Holiday Card Production 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.


5
SSAT and HSPT (Catholic Schools test) testing date – no weekend homework for 8th 
Grade

6
Admission Open House – 1:00 p.m.

7 – 11
ERB testing for Grade 7

11 Hanukkah begins at sundown

12 HSPT (Catholic Schools test) testing date – no weekend homework for 8th Grade

15 Christmas Band and Choral Concert – 7:30 p.m.

18 NOON DISMISSAL

22 NOON DISMISSAL – NO Extended Day

23-31    Christmas Break – NO School

January 2010

4
Classes resume


5
Admission Open House – 9:00 a.m.


6
Pizza Lunch


7
Grade 7 Field trip to the Holocaust Museum – DRESS UNIFORM


8
National Geography Bee – 11:30 a.m.


9
SSAT Testing Date – No weekend homework for 8th Grade


14
Diversity Conference


15
NOON Dismissal


18
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – SCHOOL CLOSED


20
All-School Chapel – Martin Luther King, Jr. – DRESS UNIFORM


22
Math Field Day  8:30 – 10:00 a.m.


29
Snow Date for Math Field Day
Friday, december 4 - DEADLINES:  SEE MORE INFORMATION BELOW:

· Reminder to 8th grade parents:  All transcript requests and teacher recommendation requests for secondary school applications need to be given to Tiffney Brockway in the WES Office by Friday, December 4.

· For parents planning to join us on the Italy trip, a deposit of $ 750 is due on Friday, December 4 (balance of $2,650 is due March 5, 2010).    We would also like a copy of your passport as soon as possible. 
Secret Santas and present giving

In the past, we have found that gift exchanges such as “Secret Santas,” while well intentioned, don’t work out; some students go overboard and some students don’t meet the minimum expectations.  Therefore, we don’t plan any gift exchanges in the Middle School.   If your child is giving presents to some classmates during the holiday season, please do not have the exchange take place at school.
SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATION INFORMATION
Reminders to 8th grade parents:  
1. All transcript requests and teacher recommendation requests for secondary school applications need to be given to registrar Tiffney Brockway in the Main Office by December 4.  Please do not send requests to individual teachers.

2. Please carefully check the application deadlines for the secondary schools you're interested in.  Many of the Catholic high schools have December 15, 2009 deadlines; however, Georgetown Visitation has a December 4, 2009 deadline and Gonzaga has a December 10, 2009 deadline.  The independent schools have varying application deadlines, some as early as January 9, 2010 and some as late as February 1, 2010; however, Sidwell requires Part I of their application by December 15, 2009.
3. If your 8th grade student is applying to any Catholic high schools, he or she will need to take the High School Placement Test (HSPT).  For information, please see Mrs. Wright, or download directly from http://www.adw.org.  Pre-registration is required. The test dates are:

Saturday, December ​​ 5 (Registration deadline was November 20)

Saturday, December 12 (Registration deadline:  December 4)

Also, many of the Catholic schools have mid-December application deadlines, so please check your calendars carefully.  

4. The following high schools in the Archdiocese of Washington have separate admissions procedures and may not require the HSPT.  They should be contacted directly:  St. Anselm’s Abbey School, Georgetown Preparatory School, The Heights School and Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart.

5. Finally, the 8th grade teachers do not assign homework on the weekends of the November, December and January SSAT and HSPT.  Please encourage your child to use this time to work on applications and essays or get caught up on work.
ITALY TRIP
For parents joining us on the trip, a $750 deposit is due Friday, December 4, 2009.  The registration form is on the WES website. 

ERB’S
Standardized testing is scheduled for the 7th grade for Monday, December 7 through Friday, December 11.  Generally, the tests are given in the first part of the morning and the students resume their class schedules once testing is completed.  It is important that all 7th graders be present for these tests, so please don’t schedule any doctor or dentist appointments for your child those mornings.  A good night’s rest before each test is highly recommended.
CLUBS

Term II clubs will be starting the week after Thanksgiving and students have already signed up for a club.  Here are the club offerings for Term II:

Tuesday – School Scribble

Thursday – Ceramics, Film, Spanish, Sewing (Grade 8 only).  We did not have enough interest this term to offer Bridge or French, but we’ll try again in Term III.
These clubs are in addition to the Monday-Thursday Study Halls, Math Lab and Jazz Band on Tuesday, WESQwest/Sports on Wednesday, and Sports on Monday.  

BOOK CLUB – 8th GRADE

The optional Grade 8 Book Club will meet January 6 and 13 to discuss The River between Us  by Richard Peck.  The causes of the Civil War were multi-dimensional but the effect on families was profound and often mysterious.  This reading will add a more personal approach to the underlying factors that drove the war.  There is a sign-up sheet posted in the Middle School Commons.  Please contact Ms. Kahn for more information.  The February book is Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch.

Seventh Grade Visit to the Holocaust Memorial Museum.  

In conjunction with reading Stones in Water, a novel set in Europe during World War II, students study the Holocaust and visit the museum.  The teachers prepare the students for the somber nature of this museum.  Following the trip, the students reflect in writing on their feelings and thoughts about the Holocaust.  The trip also affords parents an opportunity to discuss the moral and religious issues raised by the events of the Holocaust.

 

This year the visit will be from 9 am to 1 pm on Thursday, January 7.  DRESS UNIFORM IS REQUIRED.  Students will receive a late lunch when they arrive back at WES.  If your child does not get hot lunch on Thursdays, please make sure that he or she brings lunch that day.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Gagne via email (egagne@w-e-s.org).

MIDDLE SCHOOL DIVERSITY CONFERENCE

The 9th annual diversity conference for middle school students in independent schools in the DC area will be held on Thursday, January 14th.  This conference is designed to help students become more aware of issues of social justice and diversity in their everyday lives.  WES students who attend will meet and discuss issues with students from other area schools.  We will be putting together a delegation of interested 7th and 8th grade students in the next few weeks. In addition, for the past several years, a few WES students have been chosen to be peer leaders and assist in the facilitation of the conference. Any 8th grade student who attended last year’s conference is invited to apply for this leadership opportunity. Ms. Postorino and Ms. Oakley will begin conducting interviews with interested students during the first week of December.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ADVISORY
Middle School students participate in an Advisory period for 20 – 25 minutes every Monday afternoon.  These periods may be used for class meetings, but more often, they are used for small group discussions facilitated by a Middle School faculty member.  Recent topics have included addressing body image, bullying, taunting disguised as jokes, and talking behind people’s backs. We have also worked more extensively with the 8th grade girls on talking behind people’s backs because this has been an ongoing issue.  For some Advisory periods in the future, we will also combine some 7th and 8th grade groups.  Advisory time will also be used in December to review the first term report cards before they are mailed home.
Final Frontiers Competition 

Congratulations to the students who participated in the Final Frontiers Science and Engineering Competition with terrific results on November 19: Ali Ahmed who placed first in the Grade 7 Micro Mass Tower; Susannah Bane, Jonathan Butturini, Hunter Heflin, Alayne Lynch, Tory Lynch, Shelby Mahaffie, and Samantha Stroman who placed second in the Grade 8 Mystery Event;  and Lauren Freeny, Sierra Jones, and Isabelle Kramer who placed third in the Grade 7 Newton’s Nightmare event.  Thanks also to Kulsum Ahmed, Patrick Bane (and his dad, all the way from Dublin!), Peter Butturini, Donna Smith, Brett Kramer, Willie Heflin, Kathy Lynch, and Cynthia Stroman for driving and chaperoning.

GEOGRAPHY BEE
Congratulations to Leia Karam, Cameron Link, Cornelia Smith and Samantha Stroman.  They will represent the Middle School at the school-wide Geo Bee on Friday, January 8 at 11:30 a.m.
The WES Middle School Faculty joins me in wishing all of you a wonderful, happy, and restful Holiday Season.     Nancy Wright
