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November

1
Daylight Savings Time Ends

2-4
Grade 8 - Chesapeake Bay Trip


4 
Pizza Day



All Saints’ Day Chapel at St. Dunstan’s (10:10 a.m.) DRESS UNIFORM for Grade 7


5
Ice cream deliveries start


6
Grade 8 vs. Faculty Soccer Game - 1:00 p.m.
7
Final SSAT Math Prep (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 – Noon
9
WES Basketball practice starts
10
Picture Make-up Day


Jazz Band Auditions 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

11
WES Admission Open House – 9:00 a.m.


12
All-School Cultural Arts Assembly – Native Pride Dancers – 2:30 p.m.


13
Community Service Opportunity – Little Falls Parkway Cleanup – 2:30 – 4:00 p.m.


14
SSAT Testing Date

15–18
AIMS Visiting Team


18
3:30 Dismissal – NO AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES OR STUDY HALL

19
Math Meet @ Sidwell – Details to follow shortly

20
End of Term I



Tentative Movie Night 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.


21
Final Frontiers science competition


23
Boarding School Panel Discussion 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

24
Grandparents and Special Friends Day – 9:30 – Noon



Thanksgiving Chapel - 11:00 – DRESS UNIFORM



NOON DISMISSAL

25-29 Thanksgiving Break – School Closed
30 Classes Resume

December
2 Pizza Lunch

3 Grade 7 Drama Showcase

4 Grade 8 Transcript Requests due to Registrar

$ 750 deposit due for Grade 7 parents going on the Italy trip

Community Service Opportunity – Holiday Card Production 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.

6
Admission Open House – 1:00 p.m.

7 – 11
ERB testing for Grade 7

11 Hanukkah begins at sundown

15 Christmas Band and Choral Concert – 7:30 p.m.

18 NOON DISMISSAL

22 NOON DISMISSAL – NO Extended Day

23-31    Christmas Break – NO School

January


4
Classes resume
COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
There are several community service opportunities in the months of November and December:
          Little Falls Parkway Clean-up on November 13 (2:30 – 4:00 p.m.) 
         Christmas card production activity on December 4 (2:30 – 3:30 p.m.)

These opportunities have limited spaces, so please respond quickly when the flyers and sign-up sheets are distributed.

JAZZ BAND AUDITIONS
Students interested in expanding their instrumental abilities should consider trying out for the Jazz Band.  They should plan to stay after school on Tuesday, November 10 to play scales and do some sight reading from jazz music.  Students may also bring a short piece they’ve prepared to perform.  Please contact Mr. Williams (al@vamusicadventures.org) for more information.  Rehearsals will be 3:30 – 5:00 on Tuesdays.
BOOK CLUB – 8th GRADE

The optional Grade 8 Book Club will meet November 11 to discuss The Real Benedict Arnold by Jim Murphy.  The January book is The River between Us.

SKI TRIP

There is an optional Middle School ski trip planned for the weekend of February 19.  Students travel to Seven Springs Resort in Pennsylvania and stay in chalets with faculty supervision.  The cost ranges from approximately $330 - $405, depending on how many students sign up, plus about $130 additional spending money to cover equipment rentals, lessons, two lunches and one dinner.  This trip is one of the highlights of many alumni’s memories and a wonderful opportunity for novice and experienced skiers and snowboarders alike. Sign-up forms were sent home last week; please contact Mr. Belstock or Mr. Chalfin for more details.  Eighth grade families can contact Mrs. Duff with questions about financial aid.  A non-refundable $100 deposit is due by Thursday, November 12 to hold a student’s space.
MOVIE NIGHT (TENTATIVE)
We are tentatively planning a WES Middle School Movie Night on Friday, November 20 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Plan on a fun evening of pizza, games and a movie.  The cost is $5 to defray the cost of pizza and snacks.  Details to follow shortly.
FINAL FRONTIERS

Don’t forget the Final Frontiers contest of science and engineering!  This is open to all 5th through 8th graders attending a school in Montgomery County, and will be held on the morning of Saturday November 21st at Wootton High School in Rockville.  Congratulations again to last year’s highly successful team – see their photo on Mrs. Earle’s homepage!  For more information, contact Mrs. Earle or check out last year's guidelines at this web address:
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/woottonhs/academics/science/finalfront
MATH MEETS

Students in grades 5-8 are eligible to participate in Middle School math meets.  While competitive, these meets are designed to be fun and non-threatening.  The first math meet is scheduled for November 19 at Sidwell Friends School.  Sign-up sheets will be sent home several weeks before the meet; it is first-come first-served.  The remaining math meets are scheduled for February 2 at St. Patrick’s and April 19 at Norwood.

BOARDING SCHOOL PANEL DISCUSSION
The WES Alumni Association and the Middle School are teaming up to host a Boarding School Panel Discussion on Monday, November 23.  Middle School students and their parents are invited to this informal discussion with several WES alumni and past parents who will share their experiences.  Join us in the Middle School Commons at 6:00 p.m. for pizza, followed by the panel discussion and the Q&A session beginning at 6:30 p.m.  To RSVP, please contact Mrs. Wright or e-mail alumni@w-e-s.org.
CLUBS

Term II clubs will be starting after Thanksgiving and sign-up sheets will be available shortly.  Here are the club offerings for Term II:

Tuesday – School Scribble

Thursday – Bridge (if enough interest), Ceramics, Film, French, Spanish, Sewing (Grade 8 only)

These clubs are in addition to the Monday-Thursday Study Halls, Math Lab and Jazz Band on Tuesday, WESQwest/Sports on Wednesday, and Sports on Monday. 

ITALY TRIP
Thank you to the entire 7th grade class for returning the “Italy Trip Response” forms.  We’ve received copies of almost everyone’s passport or we’ve heard that the application process has started.  If you haven’t sent a copy or confirmed that you’re applying or renewing your child’s passport, please do so.  For parents joining us on the trip, a $750 deposit is due Friday, December 4, 2009.

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATION INFORMATION
Reminders to 8th grade parents:  
1. All transcript requests and teacher recommendation requests for secondary school applications need to be given to registrar Tiffney Brockway in the WES Office by December 4.  Please do not send requests to individual teachers.

2. Please carefully check the application deadlines for the secondary schools you're interested in.  If you are applying to one of the Montgomery County special programs - IB at Richard Montgomery or Math/Science at Blair, the deadline is November 9, 2009.  Many of the Catholic high schools have December 15, 2009 deadlines; however, Georgetown Visitation has a December 4, 2009 deadline and Gonzaga has a December 10, 2009 deadline.  The independent schools have varying application deadlines, some as early as January 9, 2010 and some as late as February 1, 2010; however, Sidwell requires Part I of their application by December 15, 2009.
3. If your 8th grade student is applying to any Catholic high schools, he or she will need to take the High School Placement Test (HSPT).  For information, please see Mrs. Wright, or download directly from http://www.adw.org.  Pre-registration is required. The test dates are:

Saturday, December ​​ 5 (Registration deadline:  November 20)

Saturday, December 12 (Registration deadline:  December 4)

Also, many of the Catholic schools have mid-December application deadlines, so please check your calendars carefully.  

4. The following high schools in the Archdiocese of Washington have separate admissions procedures and may not require the HSPT.  They should be contacted directly:  St. Anselm’s Abbey School, Georgetown Preparatory School, The Heights School and Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart.

5. Finally, the 8th grade teachers do not assign homework on the weekends of the November, December and January SSAT and HSPT.  Please encourage your child to use this time to work on applications and essays or get caught up on work.

ERB’S
Standardized testing is scheduled for the 7th grade for Monday December 7 through Friday, December 11.  Generally, the tests are given in the first part of the morning and the students resume their class schedules once testing is completed.  It is important that all 7th graders be present for these tests, so please don’t schedule any doctor or dentist appointments for your child those mornings.  A good night’s rest before each test is highly recommended.
STUDENT COUNCIL

Congratulations to Jake Bredhoff, Jonathan Butturini, Claire Collins, Alexis Doyle, James Hemus, Tory Lynch, Mike Schmandt and Cornelia Smith for their election to Student Council.  They will serve for about half the school year; the next election will be in mid to late January.

