Washington Episcopal School

Middle School Message

February 2009

February

3
Middle School Math Meet at St. Patrick’s – 3:00 – 4:30 p.m.

4
Pizza Lunch 

5
Spanish Exchange Meeting – 8:15 a.m.

(We ask that EVERY 7th grade family hosting and EVERY 8th grade family participating in the Spain exchange be present for this important meeting.)

6
FREE DRESS for all Middle School students

Community Service Opportunity – Rosemount 2:30 – 5:15 p.m.
6-8
Middle School Ski Trip - (Pick-up is at WES on Sunday, 7:30 p.m.)

10
Middle School Diversity Conference

11
SCHEDULE CHANGE – the 7th Grade Drama Showcase will NOT be on this 

date.  A new tentative date is Thursday, May 7 when the performance will be part of the French exchange student “send-off.”

13
Valentine treats at break – please, no valentine cards 

NOON Dismissal

16
School Closed – President’s Day

20
Term II ends

23-26
FCD here

24
FCD Parent Meeting – 7:00 p.m.

25
Ash Wednesday All-school Chapel – DRESS UNIFORM

26
Hoopfest:  Grades 6 & 7 Girls at 2:15/Grades 6 &7 Boys at 2:45/Grade 8 vs. Faculty 3:30 p.m.
27
Community Service Opportunity – Rosemount 2:30 – 5:15 p.m.



Community Service Opportunity – Springhouse BD Party 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
March

2 Spanish exchange students arrive

3 French Exchange Meeting – 8:15 a.m.

(We ask that EVERY 7th grade family hosting and EVERY 8th grade family participating in the France exchange be present for this important meeting.)


4
Pizza Lunch


5-6
6th Grade Musical, Suessical, 7:30 p.m.


7
SSAT testing date


8
Daylight Savings Time begins


11
SCHEDULE CHANGE – The Band Concert will NOT be on this date.  It will 

take place on Tuesday, April 21 concurrent with the Choral Concert.

13
π Day

Life Science Anatomy Exam – 7th grade

Spelling Bee, 11:30 a.m.


Last day before Spring Break


Spanish exchange students depart

14 – 29
Spring Break

30
Classes resume

REMINDERS:  IMPORTANT DATES FOR EXCHANGES/ITALY TRIP

· Spain Exchange

There will be a meeting on Thursday, February 5 at 8:15 a.m. to discuss the Spanish exchange trip.  The first part of the meeting will be devoted to discussion of the time when the Spanish students are here, so 7th and 8th grade parents who are hosting should plan to attend.  The later part of the meeting will focus on our trip to Spain, so only the 8th grade parents need to stay.  The Spanish students will be here March 2-13, 2009 and our students travel to Spain May 10–21, 2009.  Please note the departure date is different than shown on the calendar in the school handbook/directory.

· France Exchange
There will be a meeting on Tuesday, March 3 at 8:15 a.m. to discuss the French exchange trip.  The first part of the meeting will be devoted to discussion of the time when the French students are here, so 7th and 8th grade parents who are hosting should plan to attend.  The later part of the meeting will focus on our trip to France, so only the 8th grade parents need to stay.  The French students will be here April 27 – May 7, 2009, and our 8th students travel to France May 9-21, 2009.  Please note that the return date is different than shown on the calendar in the school handbook/directory.

· Italy Trip 

The dates for the 7th grade trip to Italy are May 12-21, 2009.  For those of you who like to plan ahead, there will also be a meeting for parents going on the trip on Friday, May 1 at 8:15 a.m.  At this meeting, we discuss many of the logistics of the trip and the role of parent chaperones. Parents not going on the trip are also welcome to attend.  As of now, we have 64 - 67people going on the Italy trip.

Within the next few weeks, we will be guaranteeing the number of airline tickets we need for the trip to Italy.  If your plans to go on the Italy trip have changed, please let us know by Wednesday, February 11.  After that date, if a change occurs we may not be able to refund your entire deposit.  Final payment for the Italy trip is due February 27, 2009.  Also, please let Nancy Wright or Margaret Davis know right away if your travel plans will differ from that of the group.  

8TH GRADE BOOK CLUB

The optional 8th grade book club will meet February 4th and 18th to discuss Lord of the Nutcracker Men, a novel about World War I.  The book group is offered to 8th grade students to let them explore specific times in history through literature and is led by Jeanie Kahn.  Sign-up sheets will be sent out in late February for the April book, No Promises in the Wind, which takes place during the Great Depression.  Please encourage your 8th grader to sign up for one or more of the book discussions.

MATH FIELD DAY

Grades K-6 had a very successful Math Field Day on Friday, January 23.  Students rotated through 7 different stations working on math challenges dealing with problem solving.  The 7th grade students did a great job running the stations, and the 8th grade students helped escort the classes from station to station.  To thank the students for their help, all Middle School students will have free dress on Friday, February 6.  8th grade students will also be invited to the popcorn or ice cream sundae parties their classes won.

SKI TRIP

The Middle School ski trip is set for February 6-8, 2009 at Seven Springs in Pennsylvania.  The trip currently has 32 students signed up to go.  If your child is going on the trip, he or she should arrive at school at the regular time on Friday, February 6.  The bus will leave for Seven Springs at noon.  Please be prompt in picking up your child on Sunday, February 8 at 7:30 p.m.

DIVERSITY CONFERENCE  

On Tuesday, February 10th, seven eighth graders and eight seventh graders will attend the 8th Annual Middle School Diversity Leadership Conference at All Souls Church, 15th and Harvard Sts., NW, Washington, DC.  The theme of this year’s conference is: “The Social Justice Puzzle: Understanding the Identity Piece.”  Participants will engage in activities and discussions related to this theme and brainstorm and plan something to do back at WES to bring these issues to all of the WES Middle School students.  Four of our eighth graders, Roby Menefee, Patrick Holland, Ellie Durling, and John Carr, have been training to be small group leaders at the conference.  The conference goes from 8:00 am to 2:30 pm.  Mrs. Gagne and Dr. Bindeman will attend the conference along with the students.
VALENTINE’S DAY

In the past, we have found that exchanging valentines in the Middle School can be more of a distraction than a celebration.  If your child wants to give valentines to friends, please have him or her do it outside of school.

BRIDGE LESSONS 

Beginning Friday, February 20 we will once again offer free bridge lessons to Middle School students if there is sufficient interest.  A volunteer from the American Contract Bridge League is willing to be here every Friday after school (2:30 – 3:30 p.m. on regular dismissal days) to teach the students bridge.  Students need to commit to the classes for the rest of the year.  Please have your child see Mrs. Wright to sign up.
DRUG WORKSHOP
As in years past, a representative from Freedom from Chemical Dependency (FCD) will be working with the 7th and 8th grade students the week of February 23 - 26.  The representative will meet once with the 7th graders and daily with the 8th graders.  We have scheduled a meeting for parents to hear from the FCD representative on Tuesday, February 24 at 7:00 p.m. in the WES Library.  Please plan to attend this very important meeting.

Life Science Anatomy Exam 

The 7th grade Life Science anatomy exam is scheduled for Friday, March 13.  This written exam is the culminating event of the anatomy unit that began in January.  Seventh grade students should save all related notes, handouts, labs, and especially “quests.”  There will be extensive in-class review as the exam approaches, including several dissections.  Please contact Mrs. Earle if you have any questions.
DANCE ON SATURDAY, APRIL 25

WES is joining with several other Middle Schools to host a dance on Saturday night, April 25 at the Old Firehouse Teen Center in McLean, Virginia.  We are still working out some of the details, but it should be a fun evening for all students. We will have a DJ; there are also pool tables and foosball games, plus a snack bar.  And parents – we will need chaperones! Stay tuned for more information.

8TH GRADE DESSERT THEATER

Eighth grade families, please mark your calendars now for the evening of April 30, 2009 (6:30 – 8:30 p.m.) when the 8th graders will present scenes from A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

7TH GRADE DRAMA SHOWCASE

The 7th grade drama showcase has been moved to Thursday, May 7, 2008.  We plan to have it in the afternoon, but haven’t set a firm time yet.  It will be part of the farewell festivities for our French exchange students.  More details to follow soon.

ART ON DISPLAY

Don't miss the stunning display of seventh grade drawings on the third floor, outside the Art Center.  See how students utilized source material in art classes to complete sketches at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial.
Also, please stop in the Middle School Commons to view the beautiful charcoal still life drawings created by the eighth grade!  This was a very challenging project which required each student to select a vessel, create three compositions and apply charcoal to them creating realistic three dimensional drawings focusing on proportion and value.
SCIENCE ON VIEW

The 8th grade Chesapeake Bay projects are still displayed on a table between the Science Lab and the ASC/Band Room.  Please stop by and see the students’ impressions of this incredible experience.

THANKS AND CONGRATULATIONS

Thanks to the outgoing Student Council –Courtney Bratun, Jonathan Butturini, Ellie Durling, Marc Finzi, Tory Lynch, Shelby Mahaffie, Daniel Rubin, and Mike Schmandt.  They did a terrific job.  Congratulations to the Student Council for the second part of the year – Courtney Bratun and Daniel Rubin (8A), Lars Sorenson and Charlotte Lydon (8B), Susannah Bane and Daan Groenhuijsen (7A) and Lindsay Bratun and Jack Mellody (7B).

