Washington Episcopal School

Middle School Message

January 2009

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

January

1-4 School Closed – Christmas Break


5
Classes Resume


6
WES Admission Open House – 9:00 a.m.


7
Pizza Day


9
Geography Bee – 11:30 a.m.


NO HOMEWORK FOR 8TH GRADE over the weekend

10
SSAT Testing Date

12
7th Grade trip to the Holocaust Museum – DRESS UNIFORM

Due date for final payment and release forms for ski trip
14
“State of the School” presentation – 8:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

16
NOON Dismissal

19
School Closed – Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

20
School Closed – Inauguration Day

21
Martin Luther King, Jr. All School Chapel- DRESS UNIFORM

22
NOON Dismissal


23 
Math Field Day 


30
Math Field Day (snow date)

February

4
Pizza Lunch 
5
Spanish Exchange Meeting – 8:15 a.m.
6-8
Middle School Ski Trip
11
SCHEDULE CHANGE – the 7th Grade Drama Showcase will NOT be on this 

date.  A new tentative date is Thursday, May 7 when the performance will be part of the French exchange student “send-off.”
13
NOON Dismissal

16
School Closed – President’s Day

SCIENCE ON VIEW

Be sure to stop by the Commons to take a look at the intriguing mobiles built by the 8th grade Physical Science students during their unit on simple machines; the mobiles use a wide variety of objects to demonstrate balanced levers.

Also, the 8th grade Chesapeake Bay projects are displayed on a table between the Science Lab and the ASC/Band Room.  Please stop by and see the students’ impressions of this incredible experience.

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

Some deadlines for secondary school applications have already passed, and others are fast approaching.  Please note the following deadlines for applications:

January 9
Maret

January 10
Holton Arms, WIS


January 15
Edmund Burke, Field, Georgetown Day, Georgetown Prep, Potomac, 
Sidwell Friends, St. Albans

January 18
Landon

January 31
Madeira, St. James

February 1
Bullis, NCS, St. Andrew’s

The WES registrar, Margaret Davis, needs any additional transcript requests right away.  It’s also helpful to let Nancy Wright know if your child has a first choice.

Seventh Grade Visit to the Holocaust Memorial Museum.  

In conjunction with their reading of Stones in Water, a novel set in Europe during World War II, students study the Holocaust and visit the US Holocaust Memorial Museum.  The teachers prepare the students for the somber nature of this museum and Father Kim and the substitute school counselor, Dr. Julie Bindeman, will be among the chaperones.  Following the trip, the students reflect in writing on their feelings and thoughts about the Holocaust.  The trip also affords parents an opportunity to discuss the moral and religious issues raised by the events of the Holocaust.

This year the visit will be from 9 am to 1 pm on Monday, January 12th.  DRESS UNIFORM IS REQUIRED.  Students will receive a late lunch when they arrive back at WES.  If your child does not get hot lunch on Mondays, please make sure that he or she brings lunch that day.  If you are interested in chaperoning for this trip, please let Mrs. Gagné know via email (egagne@w-e-s.org).

8TH GRADE BOOK CLUB

The optional 8th grade book club will meet January 7th and 21st to discuss the book Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch.  The book group is offered to 8th grade students to develop a more personal acquaintance with specific times in history and is led by Jeanie Kahn.  Sign-up sheets will be sent out in late January for the February book, Lord of the Nutcracker Men, about World War I.  In April, the group will read No Promises in the Wind which takes place during the depression era.  Please encourage your 8th grader to sign up for one or more of the book discussions.

MATH FIELD DAY

Math Field Day is scheduled for Friday, January 23 (snow date is January 30).  This is the second of three school-wide math events each year.  The 8th graders will lead lower school classes around from station to station to work on math problems while the 7th graders will run the stations.  The theme this year is measurement.

SKI TRIP

The Middle School ski trip is set for February 6-8, 2009 at Seven Springs in Pennsylvania.  The trip currently has 33 students signed up to go and there’s room for a few more students!  Final payment for the trip and the medical release forms are due Monday, January 12.
REMINDERS:  IMPORTANT DATES FOR EXCHANGES/ITALY TRIP

· Spain Exchange

There is a meeting on Thursday, February 5 at 8:15 a.m. to discuss the Spanish exchange trip.  The first part of the meeting will be devoted to discussion of when the Spanish students are here, so 7th and 8th grade parents who are hosting should plan to attend.  The later part of the meeting will focus on our trip to Spain, so only the 8th grade parents need to stay.  The Spanish students will be here March  2-13, 2009 and our students travel to Spain May 9–21, 2009.  Please note the departure date is different from what is on the calendar in the school handbook/directory.
· France Exchange
There is a meeting on Tuesday, March 3 at 8:15 a.m. to discuss the French exchange trip.  The first part of the meeting will be devoted to discussion of when the French students are here, so 7th and 8th grade parents who are hosting should plan to attend.  The later part of the meeting will focus on our trip to France, so only the 8th grade parents need to stay.  The French students will be here April 27 – May 7,  2009, and our 8th students travel to France May 9-21, 2009.  Please note that the return date is different from what is on the calendar in the school handbook/directory.
We expect to be able to give the students and families the information on their exchange partners in Spain and France very shortly.  

· Italy Trip 

The dates for the 7th grade trip to Italy are May 12-21, 2009.  If you have not already done so, please send us a copy of your child’s passport, as well as a copy of your passport if you’re going on the trip with us.  As of now, we have 18 parents signed up for the entire trip and a few others who may join us for part of the trip, giving as a group size of 63-65 people.  If you have not signed up for the trip, but would like to join us, please contact Nancy Wright immediately.
For parents going on the Italy trip, please let Nancy Wright or Margaret Davis know right away if your travel plans will differ from that of the group. 

Life Science Anatomy Exam 

There will be a Life Science anatomy exam on Friday, March 13.  This written exam is the culminating event of the anatomy unit that begins in January.  Seventh grade students should save all related notes, handouts, labs, and especially “quests.”  There will be extensive in-class review as the exam approaches, including several dissections.  Please contact Mrs. Earle if you have any questions.
8TH GRADE DESSERT THEATER

Eighth grade families, please mark your calendars now for the evening of April 30, 2009 (6:30 – 8:30 p.m.) when the 8th graders will present scenes from A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

UNIFORM

A few clarifications on the appropriate uniform during cold weather:


Girls may wear gray or navy sweatpants under their skirts to come into the building 

in the morning and during carpool; however, they are not allowed during the day.


White, red, light yellow or navy turtlenecks are allowed.


Plain navy, red, light yellow, or navy cardigans or pullovers are allowed.


The only sweatshirts allowed during the day are WES sweatshirts.  The hooded 

version is fine as long as the hood is not on inside.


No outerwear is allowed to be worn inside.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

With the start of a new year, it’s a good time to check your child’s school supplies.  Please make sure he or she has a good supply of notebook paper, pens, pencils, and index cards.  A scientific calculator is also needed for math class.
WRAP-UP OF HOLIDAY EVENTS

· Congratulations to the 7A homeroom for winning the Holiday Door Decorating Contest.  All of the doors were beautiful and creative, but the addition of Mr. Fleming dressed as Santa pushed the 7A door over the top.  The students enjoyed free dress the day following the judging.

· The Middle School donated 50 toys to the “Toys for Tots” campaign.  The 7A/8A homerooms brought in more toys than the 7B/8B homerooms, so they’ll enjoy free dress on Friday, January 9, 2009.

