Washington Episcopal School

Middle School Message

March 2010
March

2 Spanish exchange students arrive (Flight gets in around 8 PM.  Parents will be called when Spanish students clear customs, then parents meet at WES to pick up students)


3
Pizza Lunch



Grade 7 Field Trip to National Museum of Health and Medicine, 

9:15 – 12:30 - DRESS UNIFORM
4
Spelling Bee – 8:20 a.m.


5
Final payment due for parents joining us on Grade 7 Italy trip

Community Service Opportunity – Rosemount Children’s Center, 

2:30 -5:15 p.m.


10
French Exchange Parent Meeting – 8:15 a.m.

(We ask that EVERY 8th grade family sending their child to France be present for this important meeting.)


11-12
6th Grade Musical, High School Musical Jr, 7:30 p.m.

12
π Day

13
Spanish exchange students depart (Meet at WES at 3:00 for 

pizza/farewell party)


14
Daylight Savings Time begins


15 -17
Freedom from Chemical Dependence (FCD) here


16
FCD Meeting for parents (Grades 5-8) 7:00 p.m.

Life Science Anatomy Exam – 7th grade

19
Last day before Spring Break

20 -31
Spring Break

April 

1-5 Spring Break

6 Classes resume

7 Pizza Lunch

All-school Easter Chapel – DRESS UNIFORM

8 France, Italy and Spain forms due

9 Community Service Opportunity – Rosemount Children’s Center, 

2:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Community Service Opportunity – Little Falls Parkway Clean-up, weather 
                         permitting, 2:30 – 4:00
16 MAESA Fair

17 WES Third Annual Community Service Day

20 Band and Choral Concert 7:30 p.m. – DRESS UNIFORM

23
Community Service Opportunity – Rosemount Children’s Center, 

2:30 – 5:15 p.m.

26
Italy trip meds are due for students who do not have a parent going on the trip

29
Grade 8 Shakespeare Dessert Theater – 6:30- 8:00 p.m.

30
Italy Parent Meeting – 8:15 a.m.


Community Service Opportunity – Springhouse, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.

REMINDERS & IMPORTANT DATES FOR EXCHANGES & ITALY TRIP

· Spain Exchange

The Spanish students will be here March 2-13, 2010 and our students travel to Spain May 9–20, 2010.  

HOMEWORK RELIEF DURING SPANISH EXCHANGE

The faculty is aware that hosting a Spanish student will take up some time in the evening that is usually available for homework.  The faculty has agreed to the following accommodations for Grade 8 while the Spanish students are here:

· No quizzes or tests

· No homework the evening the Spanish students arrive, March 2

· No homework the weekend of March 5

· No Spanish or English homework
· No 50-point Math Sheets for Blue and Gold classes
· All other teachers will try to lighten nightly assignments

Please remember that the Spanish students will have some assignments to work on and that they will also need some “down” time.  

· France Exchange
There is a meeting on Wednesday, March 10 at 8:15 a.m. to discuss the French exchange trip.  The meeting will focus on our trip to France, so only the 8th grade parents of students going to France need to attend.  Our 8th grade students travel to France May 8-20, 2010.  

· Italy Trip 

The dates for the 7th grade trip to Italy are May 11-20, 2010.  There will be a meeting for parents going on the trip on Friday, April 30 at 8:15 a.m.  At this meeting, we discuss many of the logistics of the trip and the role of parent chaperones. Parents not going on the trip are also welcome to attend.  We have 52 people going on the Italy trip.

Final payment for the Italy trip is due Friday, March 5, 2010. 

REPORT CARDS
Teachers and advisors are in the process of completing the second term report cards.  We hope to have them in the mail the week before Spring Break.  Students will have the opportunity to review their report cards with their advisors before the report cards are sent home.
DRUG EDUCATION WORKSHOP
As in years past, a representative from Freedom from Chemical Dependency (FCD) will be working with the 7th and 8th grade students March 15 - 17.  The representative will meet once with the 7th graders and daily with the 8th graders.  We have scheduled a meeting for parents to hear from the FCD representative on Tuesday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m.  Please plan to attend this very important meeting.

Life Science Anatomy Exam 

The Life Science anatomy exam is scheduled for Tuesday, March 16.  This written exam is the culminating event of the anatomy unit that began in January.  To help prepare for the exam, seventh grade students should save all related notes, handouts, labs, and especially “quests.”  There will be extensive in-class review as the exam approaches, including several dissections.  Please contact Mrs. Earle if you have any questions.
WES COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY

Mark your calendars now!  On the morning of Saturday, April 17, (10:00 – Noon) WES will hold its third annual Community Service Day.  There will be age-appropriate community service activities for all grade levels.  All WES students, families, faculty, staff, and alumni will be invited to participate.  Our efforts will benefit Haiti, Bethesda Cares, Samaritan Ministries of Greater Washington, Rosemount Center, and So Others Might Eat.  The Religion and Outreach Committee is hard at work planning the day's activities.  Details will follow over the coming weeks as to the range of activities that will be planned for the day and how everyone can participate.  If you are interested in helping to organize the day's events, please contact Ruthann Arnsberger (x206 or rarnsberger@w-e-s.org).  Students who participate may come to school on Monday, April 19 in appropriate free dress.

CHORAL AND BAND CONCERT
The Spring Choral and Band Concert is Tuesday, April 20, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  Students should arrive at 7:00 p.m. in dress uniform.
8TH GRADE DESSERT THEATER

Eighth grade families, please mark your calendars now for the evening of Thursday, April 29, 2010 (6:30 – 8:30 p.m.) to see 8th graders present scenes from A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

BOOK CLUB – 8th GRADE

Due to the snow days, the Grade 8 Book Club was unable to meet in February.  The April book is Daniel, Half Human and the Good Nazi by David Chotjewitz.  The group will meet March 17, April 14 and April 28.  There is a sign-up sheet posted in the Middle School Commons.  Please encourage your child to participate; this is the final book club of the year.  Contact Ms. Kahn for more information.  

ROSEMOUNT CHILDREN’S CENTER

Rosemount Center is a bilingual Head Start/Early Head Start program serving pregnant mothers, infants, toddlers and pre-school aged children and their families. The majority of Rosemount’s families are at or below poverty level and many are immigrant families from Central and South America, China, Vietnam, Ethiopia, and West Africa.  

Rosemount welcomes student-volunteers who can help teachers by serving snacks, reading to the children, helping prepare instructional materials and assisting on the playground.  WES has been sending volunteers to Rosemount for the last several years, and our next trip is Friday, March 5, 2:30 – 5:15 p.m. Sign-up sheets are available from Mrs. Wright and are also on her website; we are limited to 13 students.  Other trips to Rosemount are planned for April 9 and April 23.

ART ON DISPLAY

Don't miss the stunning display of seventh grade drawings on the third floor outside the Art Center.  See how students utilized source material in art classes to complete sketches at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial.

Also, please stop by the Middle School Commons to view the beautiful charcoal still life drawings created by the eighth grade. This was a very challenging project, requiring each student to select a vessel, create three compositions and apply charcoal to them creating realistic three dimensional drawings focusing on proportion and value.

GRADUATION

Graduation for the Class of 2010 is scheduled for Tuesday, June 8 at 2:00 p.m. in the gym, with a reception for graduates and their families in the library after the ceremony.   There is no set limit to the number of invitations you can extend.  Seventh grade parents should plan to pick up their children at 4:00.  A letter will go out shortly with more details, but here are the clothing guidelines for the graduates:
Girls
pale pastel (solid or floral print) or white dress, at or below knee to calf in length (ankle length dresses or dresses above the knee are inappropriate), no low cut or strapless dresses and no spaghetti straps or shawls.  (Girls need to bring their dresses in for approval by Father Kim as soon as possible, but at least several weeks before graduation.)
Boys
white or stone trousers, blue oxford shirt with a formal tie, which must be approved by Mr. Work, navy blazer, dark dress shoes

Cultural attire is acceptable for students of foreign background.
