Washington Episcopal School

Middle School Message

March 2009
March

2 Spanish exchange students arrive

3 French Exchange Meeting – 8:15 a.m.

(We ask that EVERY 7th grade family hosting and EVERY 8th grade family participating in the France exchange be present for this important meeting.)


4
Pizza Lunch


5-6
6th Grade Musical, Suessical, Jr., 7:30 p.m.

6
Community Service Opportunity – Little Falls Parkway Clean-up, weather 

permitting

7
SSAT testing date


8
Daylight Savings Time begins

9
7th and 8th grade students to take National French Exam during class

11
SCHEDULE CHANGE – The Band Concert will NOT be on this date.  It will 

take place on Tuesday, April 21 concurrent with the Choral Concert.
12
Life Science Anatomy Exam – 7th grade

13
π Day

Spelling Bee, 11:30 a.m.


Last day before Spring Break (Regular 2:30 Dismissal)

Spanish exchange students depart

14 – 29
Spring Break

30
Classes resume
April

1 Pizza Lunch

3
Community Service Opportunity – Rosemount Children’s Center

7
Lunch speakers for all students in Grades 6, 7, 8

9 8th Grade Field Trip to the Supreme Court

All paperwork, passports and spending money checks due for France, Italy and Spain trips

10 Good Friday – NO SCHOOL

13
Easter Monday – NO SCHOOL

15
All-School Easter Chapel – DRESS UNIFORM

18
WES Benefit Auction


SSAT testing date

21
Spring Choral/Band Concert

22
NOON DISMISSAL

24
MAESA FAIR

25
WES Community Service Day 10:00 a.m. – Noon

27
French exchange students arrive

30
Shakespeare Dessert Theater – 7:00 p.m.
REMINDERS:  IMPORTANT DATES FOR EXCHANGES/ITALY TRIP

· Spain Exchange

The Spanish students will be here March 2-13, 2009 and our students travel to Spain May 10–21, 2009.  

· France Exchange
There will be a meeting on Tuesday, March 3 at 8:15 a.m. to discuss the French exchange trip.  The first part of the meeting will be devoted to discussion of the time when the French students are here, so 7th and 8th grade parents who are hosting should plan to attend.  The later part of the meeting will focus on our trip to France, so only the 8th grade parents need to stay.  The French students will be here April 27 – May 7, 2009, and our 8th students travel to France May 9-21, 2009.  Please note that the return date is different than shown on the calendar in the school handbook/directory.
· Italy Trip 

The dates for the 7th grade trip to Italy are May 12-21, 2009.  For those of you who like to plan ahead, there will also be a meeting for parents going on the trip on Friday, May 1 at 8:15 a.m.  At this meeting, we discuss many of the logistics of the trip and the role of parent chaperones. Parents not going on the trip are also welcome to attend.  As of now, we have about 67 people going on the Italy trip.

Within the next few days, we will be guaranteeing the number of airline tickets we need for the trip to Italy.  If your plans to go on the Italy trip have changed, please let us know.  Once the tickets are issued, we will be unable to refund any money.  Final payment for the Italy trip is due February 27, 2009.  Also, please let Nancy Wright or Margaret Davis know right away if your travel plans will differ from that of the group.  
· Thursday, April 9

For all 3 trips, please return all forms, checks for spending money, and student passports by Thursday, April 9.
HOMEWORK RELIEF DURING SPANISH EXCHANGE
The faculty is aware that hosting a Spanish student will take up some time in the evening that is usually available for homework.  Therefore, each teacher has agreed to not assign homework for two nights while the Spanish students are here.  Here is a schedule of which courses will not assign homework:

March 3 –  No Science HW 

March 4 –  No English HW

March 5 –  No History/Geography HW

March 6 –  No weekend homework

March 9 –  No Math HW

March 10 – No English HW

March 11 – No History/Geography, and Math HW (Science Anatomy exam is Thursday, 

      March 12!)

March 12 – No Science HW

There will also be no Spanish homework.  Please remember that the Spanish students will have some assignments to work on and that they will also need some “down” time.  We will do a similar schedule when the French exchange students are here.

REPORT CARDS
Teachers and advisors are in the process of completing the second term report cards.  We hope to have them in the mail in the next few weeks.
LIFE SCIENCE NEWS

This is a reminder that the 7th Grade Life Science students will wrap up their current anatomy unit, which began in January, with a written exam on Thursday, March 12 during 1st and 2nd periods (8:15 – 9:45 a.m.).  

π DAY

Pi Day, March 13, is the third and final school-wide math event for this year.  On Pi Day the 8th grade students visit lower school classrooms and teach a lesson on circles and pi.
CHORAL AND BAND CONCERT
The Spring Choral and Band Concert is Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.  Students should arrive at 7:00 p.m. in dress uniform, including white CREW SOCKS for the girls.

WES COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY

Mark your calendars now!  On the morning of Saturday, April 25, WES will hold its second Community Service Day.  There will be age-appropriate community service activities for all grade levels.  All WES students, families, faculty, staff, and alumni will be invited to participate.  Our efforts will benefit Bethesda Cares, Samaritan Ministries of Greater Washington, Rosemount Center, and So Others Might Eat.  Your Religion and Outreach Committee is hard at work planning the day's activities.  Details will follow over the coming weeks as to the range of activities that will be planned for the day and how everyone can participate.  If you are interested in helping to organize the day's events, please contact Ruthann Arnsberger (x206 or rarnsberger@w-e-s.org)  Students who participate may come to school on Monday, April 27in appropriate free dress.

DANCE ON SATURDAY, APRIL 25

WES is joining with several other Middle Schools to host a dance on Saturday night, April 25 at the Old Firehouse Teen Center in McLean, Virginia.  We are still working out some of the details, but it should be a fun evening for all students. We will have a DJ.  There are also pool tables and foosball games, plus a snack bar.  And parents -- we will need chaperones! Stay tuned for more information.

8TH GRADE DESSERT THEATER

Eighth grade families, please mark your calendars now for the evening of April 30, 2009 (6:30 – 8:30 p.m.) when the 8th graders will present scenes from A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

7TH GRADE DRAMA SHOWCASE

The 7th grade drama showcase has been moved to Thursday, May 7, 2008.  We plan to have it in the afternoon, but haven’t set a firm time yet.  It will be part of the farewell festivities for our French exchange students.  More details to follow soon.

GRADUATION

Graduation for the Class of 2009 is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9 at 2:00 p.m. in the gym, with a reception for graduates and their families in the library after the ceremony.   There is no set limit to the number of invitations you can receive.  7th grade parents should plan to pick up their children at the regular 3:30 dismissal.  A letter will go out shortly with more details, but here are the clothing guidelines for the graduates:
Girls
pale pastel (solid or floral print) or white dress, at or below knee to calf in length (ankle length dresses or dresses above the knee are inappropriate), no low cut or strapless dresses and no spaghetti straps or shawls.  (Girls need to bring their dresses in for approval by Ms. Postorino as soon as possible, but at least several weeks before graduation.)
Boys
white or stone trousers, blue oxford shirt with WES striped tie, navy blazer, dark dress shoes

Cultural attire is acceptable for students of foreign background

Diversity Conference  

Sixteen WES 7th and 8th grade students attended a conference on February 10 sponsored by EastEd, a regional resource for diversity issues. About 350 middle school students from independent and charter schools in the region participated in a discussion of this year's theme: "The Social Justice Puzzle: Understanding the Identity Piece.”  John Carr, Ellie Durling, Patrick Holland and Roby Menefee served as small group leaders at the conference. Students learned about different aspects of identity formation and how this can impact relationships as well as how they see one another.  At the end of the conference WES students met as a group to make a plan for something to do here at WES related to learning more about how each of our identities factors into our ideas about diversity. This all-day conference was held at All Soul's Church in Washington, DC.
NASA SUMMER PROGRAM FOR GIRLS

The NASA Goddard facility in Greenbelt is sponsoring a week long science program in July for girls entering 7th & 8th grades.   The goal of the program is to “increase the awareness of, and provide opportunities for, middle school girls to explore non-traditional career fields with research scientists, mathematicians and engineers.”  http://education.gsfc.nasa.gov/sister/.  It runs July 13-17 8:30 am to 4 pm. There is no cost, but girls must provide their own lunch and transportation. Not all girls that apply will be selected.  Gail Jackson (Marina’s mother) has offered to carpool up to 5-6 girls from WES that get into the program. 
