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June


2
Geography 7 Exam


English 8 Exam
3 Science 7 Exam

History 8 Exam

Pizza Day

4
French 7 and Spanish 7 Exams



Math 8 Exam

5
Math 7 Exam


Science 8 Exam
8th Graders dismissed at Noon unless Community Service hours are not 

completed 
Art Show (5:30 p.m.) and Founders Day Picnic (6:00 – 8:00 p.m.)

8
Awards Assembly – 1:00 p.m.



Parent and Graduate Reception – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.


9
Graduation – 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. (DRESS UNIFORM for 7th grade)



8th Graders arrive at 1:00 unless Community Service hours are not 

completed


10
Last day of school – 11:15 Closing Chapel - NOON Dismissal

(No School for 8th graders)

YEAR-END SCHEDULE

In order to fit in exam review sessions, exams, graduation rehearsals, and special assemblies, we run a special schedule almost every day during the last weeks of school.  Please check with Mrs. Wright or your child’s advisor before scheduling any appointments during the school day.  It also may be necessary to reschedule some tutoring sessions.

FOUNDERS DAY PICNIC/ART SHOW

Please plan to attend the annual Founders Day picnic and art show Friday, June 5.  The Art Show and Treasure Hunt starts at 5:30 p.m. and the picnic runs from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., rain or shine.   Families are asked to bring a salad (A-L) or a dessert (M-Z) for 10-12 people.

AWARDS ASSEMBLY

The annual Awards Assembly will take place in the gym at 1:00 p.m., Monday, June 8.  All Middle School parents are cordially invited to attend.

Graduation Information

1.   On Monday, June 8, 8th graders and their parents are cordially invited to a reception hosted by the faculty and administration from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. in the Middle School Commons.

2.   Graduation for the Class of 2009 will take place on Tuesday, June 9 at 2:00 p.m. in the gym, with a reception for graduates and their families in the library after the ceremony. Graduates should arrive in the Middle School Commons by 1:00 p.m.  Here are the clothing guidelines for the graduates:
· Boys:
White or stone trousers, oxford BLUE shirt with WES striped tie or an appropriate tie approved by Mr. Work, navy blazer and dark dress shoes.  Mr. Work will be in the Middle School during lunch, Wednesday, June 3, to approve ties.
· Girls:
pale pastel (solid or floral print) or white dress, at or below knee to calf in length (ankle length dresses or dresses above the knee are inappropriate), no low cut or strapless dresses and no spaghetti straps or shawls.  (Girls need to bring their dresses in for approval by Ms. Postorino by Thursday, June 4.)
Cultural attire is acceptable for students of foreign or ethnic background.

Please note:  7th grade parents should plan to pick up their children at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9.  

STEP-UP DAY

On Wednesday, June 10, the seventh graders will participate in several activities to welcome the new rising seventh graders to Middle School.  They will also meet with the 8th grade English teacher, Mrs. Caterini, to discuss the summer reading assignments.

ITALY TRIP AND FRANCE AND SPANISH EXCHANGES:

By all accounts, the Italy trip and the Spanish and French exchanges were grand successes.  A special thanks to Mme. Braun, Ms. Miller and Mr. Elkassem for chaperoning the French exchange and to Sr. Chamblin and Mr. Fleming for chaperoning the Spanish exchange.  And many thanks to Ms. Berman, Mrs. Bratun,  Mr. and Mrs. Caterini,  Mr. Chalfin, Mrs. Earle, Mr. Wahl, and Mr. and Mrs. Wright, and all of the parents who accompanied the 7th grade students to Italy.

COMMUNITY SERVICE:

All Middle School students need to perform ten hours of community service each year.   Eighth graders are required to stay until 2:30 (or later) Friday, June 5 if they have not met their requirements yet.  They are also required to come to school at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 9 if they have still not met the requirement.  Graduates do not receive their certificates until the community service requirement is met.
For current 7th graders, they may earn up to 7 hours over the summer between 7th and 8th grades that will count toward the 8th grade requirement.  Please contact Mrs. Wright for more information.
FINAL TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS

Reminder to 8th grade parents:  You should have received a 'records release form' from your child's new school which you need to fill in, sign and forward to WES to the attention of Margaret Davis.  We will then send the final transcript to the appropriate school.

SECONDARY SCHOOL COUNSEL
Reminder to 7th grade parents:  Please contact Mrs. Wright over the summer to schedule an appointment to discuss your child's secondary school options.
USED BOOKS

As students finish each exam, we ask that they donate their books to the Middle School.  In the fall, these books will be sold to students so they can keep a set of books at home.  Proceeds from the sales go towards the 8th grade class gift.
CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITTER PROJECT

The rising 8th graders (current 7th graders) have already begun their preparations for our exciting trip to the Chesapeake Bay sometime this coming fall.  Each student will soon be assigned a Bay “critter” to research and build a model of over the summer; these will be due Monday, September 21, 2009.  Check out the special Chesapeake Bay webpage by going to Mrs. Earle’s homepage.  We’re looking forward to a fantastic trip!

ALUMNI PANEL
Thank you to all of the Middle School students who attended the Alumni Panel on May 28, 2009.  Six WES alumni shared their high school experiences and then fielded thoughtful questions from the Middle School students.  The event created a terrific conversation about how to best navigate the transition to high school.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
This might be of interest to 7th graders who have just finished a unit on plants in Life Science:  The Madeira School is sponsoring some hikes (rain or shine) on their McLean, Virginia Campus, Sunday, June 7 from 1:00 – 3:00.  There will be a “Family Hike and Scavenger Hunt” led by a biology and environmental science teacher.  There will also be a “Flora and Fauna of Potomac Gorge” hike led by the Supervisory Biologist of the George Washington Parkway.  He will identify endangered plant life and abundant wildlife during the hike. 

From Mrs. Caterini:  The Synetic Theater, Inc. is presenting their version of A Midsummer Night's Dream at the Kennedy Center from May 28th to June 14th.  Tickets are $40-45.  They have Sunday matinees at 3 p.m. and additional matinee performances on June 6th and June 13th at 1:30 P.M.  They are an avant-garde group which has received critical acclaim.  
FAREWELLS:

Farewell to the Class of 2009, and all the best to each one of you as you enter your secondary school years.  We hope you will come back and visit often; we love to hear how you’re doing.

On behalf of the entire WES Middle School staff, I wish you all a most happy and restful summer.

Nancy Wright

