Washington Episcopal School

Middle School Message

May 2010
May
5
Pizza Lunch
PDI Speaker, 6:00 p.m. for parents and MS students

Community Service Opportunity – Ushers needed for the PDI speaker
7
Admission Open House, 9:00 a.m.

WES Middle School Dance, 7:00 – 9:30 p.m.
8
Grade 8 students leave for French exchange trip – Meet at Air France desk at 
                  Dulles at 7:30 p.m.
9
Mother’s Day
            Grade 8 students leave for Spanish exchange trip – Meet at Air France desk at 
                  Dulles at 7:30 p.m.
10
Grade 7 Field Trip to Shrine of the Immaculate Conception – DRESS 
             UNIFORM

11
No school for Grade 7 students – Meet at United Desk at Dulles at 2:30 p.m.

20 All Europe trips return

Italy – Pick up at Dulles at 2:53 p.m. (United # 967)
France and Spain – Pick up at Dulles at 7:00 p.m. (Air France # 26)
21 NO SCHOOL for Middle School students

27
Alumni Panel Discussion on Transition to High School, 6:00 p.m.

28
Field Day – 12:30 Dismissal

31
No School – Memorial Day
June
1-4
Grade 8 exams

2-7
Grade 7 exams


2
Pizza Day


4
Rain Date for Field Day

8th Graders dismissed at noon unless Community Service hours are not 

completed or unless we have Field Day

Founders Day Picnic and Art Show 
Community Service Opportunity – Volunteers needed for face painting at the 
             Founders Day Picnic – See Mrs. Wright if interested

7
Awards Assembly – 1:00 p.m.

Reception for Graduates and Parents– 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.


8
8th Graders arrive at 1:00 unless Community Service hours are not 
                                      completed 

                         Graduation – 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. (DRESS UNIFORM for 7th grade)
Reception in Library following Graduation for new alumni and guests


Dismissal for Grade 7 is at 4:00 p.m.


9
Last day of school – Step-Up Day - 11:15 Closing Chapel – Noon Dismissal

(No School for 8th graders)

WES Middle School Dance

WES is sponsoring a Middle School Dance on Friday, May 7, 7:00 – 9:30 p.m.  We have invited students from Bullis, Christ Episcopal, Grace Episcopal, Potomac, St Andrews, St. Patricks, and Sheridan.  In addition, each WES Middle School student can invite a friend, but Mrs. Wright needs a form filled out with information on the friend. There will be several teachers in attendance, but we also need parent chaperones.  Please contact Mr. Wahl (mwahl@w-e-s.org) if you are able to chaperone.
PDI SPEAKER

Holocaust survivor, Fischel (Philip) Goldstein, will speak on Wednesday, May 5 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the gym.  The topic of his lecture is “The Holocaust in Our Lifetime.”  A discussion will follow the lecture.  Fischel was born on January 12, 1922 in Radom, Poland.  He was the youngest of five children from a Jewish family of artisans.  After graduating from the Polish public school system at age 14, Fischel started an apprenticeship in his father’s tailor shop.  On September 8, 1939, one week after the invasion of Poland, German forces set up a ghetto in Radom, and April 28, 1942, Fischel was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  In 1945 alone, Fischel went through five other concentration camps.  Of the thousand men who entered Auschwitz with Fischel, 15 survived.  All Middle School students are encouraged to attend this lecture.

Middle School students are needed to usher at this event.  Please let Mrs. Wright know if your child can serve as an usher (and get Community Service hours!).
FINAL TRIP REMINDERS:

With large groups, it is very important for everyone to be on time.  

France:  Remember to meet at the Air France desk at Dulles Airport at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 8.  The French students return Thursday, May 20; parents should be at Dulles Airport’s International Arrival area to pick them up.  The flight’s arrival time is 7:00 p.m.  Please note that it can take 30-90 minutes for international arrivals to clear customs.
Spain:  Students going on the Spain trip meet at the Air France desk at Dulles Airport at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, May 9.  The Spanish students return Thursday, May 20; parents should be at Dulles Airport’s International Arrival area.  The flight’s arrival time is 7:00 p.m.  The flight will be coming in from Paris.  Please note that it can take 30-90 minutes for international arrivals to clear customs.
Italy:  The trip runs from May 11-20.  Please have your child (and you, if you’re going on the trip) at the United desk at Dulles airport on Tuesday, May 11 no later than 2:30 p.m.  Seventh grade students do not come to school that day.  Students should be picked up at the International Arrival area of Dulles on Thursday, May 20; the flight’s arrival time is 2:53 p.m.  Please note that it can take 30-90 minutes for international arrivals to clear customs.
Alumni Panel Discussion on Transition to High School
The WES Alumni Association and the Middle School are teaming up to host an Alumni High School Panel Discussion on Thursday, May 27.  Middle School students are invited to this informal discussion with several WES alumni who will talk about their experiences and how to best navigate the transition to high school.  Middle School students are invited to join us in the Middle School Commons at 6:00 p.m. for pizza, followed by the panel discussion and Q & A session beginning at 6:30 p.m.  To RSVP for your student, please e-mail alumni@w-e-s.org or have him or her sign up on the sheet that is posted in the Middle School.  Thanks!

Questions?  Please contact Nikki Schwartz at (301) 652-7878, ext. 307, or alumni@w-e-s.org.
Final Exams

Middle School students take final exams in several subjects June 1-7.  The tentative schedule is as follows:






Grade 7


Grade 8
Tuesday, June 1






English

Wednesday, June 2

Geography 


Science

Thursday, June 3


Science


History

Friday, June 4


French/Spanish

Math

Monday, June 7


Math

Please note that the Grade 7 exam schedule has changed slightly from the one published earlier.  Exams count 1/7 of the yearly grade.
Early dismissal for 8th grade – Friday, JUNE 4

On Friday, June 4, all 8th grade students who have completed their community service hours and have no detentions will be dismissed at noon.

AWARDS ASSEMBLY

On Monday, June 7 at 1:00 p.m., the annual Awards Assembly will take place in the gym.  All Middle School parents are cordially invited to attend.

Graduation NOTES

The 8th grade students have each been given five graduation invitations.  Please let Mrs. Wright know if you need additional ones.

On Monday, June 7, graduates and their families are cordially invited to a reception to honor the Class of 2010 from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. in the Middle School Commons.

Graduation for the Class of 2010 is scheduled for Tuesday, June 8 at 2:00 p.m. in the gym, with a reception for graduates and their families in the library after the ceremony.   There is no set limit to the number of invitations you can extend.  Seventh grade parents should plan to pick up their children at 4:00.  Here are the clothing guidelines for the graduates:
Girls
pale pastel (solid or floral print) or white dress, at or below knee to calf in length (ankle length dresses or dresses above the knee are inappropriate), no low cut or strapless dresses and no spaghetti straps or shawls.  (Girls need to bring their dresses in for approval by Father Kim as soon as possible, but at least several weeks before graduation.)
Boys
white or stone trousers, blue oxford shirt with a formal tie, which must be approved by Mr. Work, navy blazer, dark dress shoes

Cultural attire is acceptable for students of foreign background.
CONGRATULATIONS TO MAESA FAIR PARTICIPANTS

On April 16, ten Middle School students participated in the annual MAESA Fair in the Grade 7-8 Division.  Congratulations to Ali Ahmed who won first place in Multi-Media, Rachel Weinberger who won 1st place in 3-D Art, Nora Dahlberg who won second place in 2-D Art, and Julia Currie who won 3rd place in 3-D Art.  Peter Abdow, Leia Karam, Cameron Link, Lizzie Moore, Leo von Kleist and Mike Schmandt also participated.
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Isabelle Kramer for being named one of 15 finalists in The Washington Post and the Children’s Inn at NIH “Hip, Happy and Healthy” essay contest.
BON VOYAGE!

¡Buen viaje!

BUON VIAGGIO!
