Washington Episcopal School

~ Middle School Message ~

October 2009
October

3
SSAT English Prep Class (8th Grade) 8:30 – 10:30 or 10:30 – 12:30


4
WES Harvest Party 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

7
Pizza Lunch

9
Italy trip meeting for 7th grade parents 8:15 a.m.

10
NO SSAT prep class today

12
NO SCHOOL – Columbus Day Holiday

15
Spain exchange trip meeting for 7th and 8th grade parents 8:15 a.m.

16
French exchange trip meeting for 7th and 8th grade parents 8:15 a.m.

Community Service Opportunity – Little Falls Parkway clean-up 2:30 – 4:00 p.m.
17
SSAT Math Prep Class (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - Noon

21-22
Parent Visiting Days 8:15 – 11:00 a.m.

21-23
Book Fair
23
Community Service Opportunity – Halloween Card Production 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
24
SSAT Math Prep (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - Noon

30
NOON Dismissal

31
SSAT Math Prep (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - Noon

November

1
Daylight Savings Time Ends

2-4
Grade 8 - Chesapeake Bay Trip


4 
Pizza Day



All Saints’ Chapel at St. Dunstan’s – DRESS UNIFORM 

6
Grade 8 vs. Faculty Soccer Game - 1:00 p.m.
7
SSAT Math Prep (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - Noon
10
Picture Make-up Day

11
WES Admission Open House

14
SSAT Testing Date

15–18
AIMS Visiting Team


18
3:30 Dismissal – NO AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES OR STUDY HALL

19
Math Meet @ Sidwell – Details to follow shortly

20
End of Term I


21
Final Frontiers science competition

24
Grandparents and Special Friends Day – 9:30 – Noon



Thanksgiving Chapel - 11:00 – DRESS UNIFORM



NOON DISMISSAL

25-29 Thanksgiving Break – School Closed
30
Classes Resume
IMPORTANT MEETINGS CONCERNING MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIPS

There are three very important meetings this month concerning the 8th grade France and Spain exchanges and the 7th grade trip to Italy.  Please make every effort to attend the one(s) applicable to your child.  

GRADE 7 ITALY TRIP

All 7th grade parents are invited to attend the Italy meeting on Friday, October 9 at 8:15 a.m. in the 2nd floor Meeting Room.  The tentative dates for the Italy trip are May 11-20, 2010.

NOTE: 7th GRADE PARENTS ARE INVITED TO EITHER THE FRANCE OR SPAIN MEETINGS – SEE BELOW 

GRADE 8 SPAIN EXCHANGE 

The initial information meeting regarding the Spanish exchange is Thursday, October 15 at 8:15 a.m.   We ask that all parents of students taking Spanish – both 7th and 8th grade – attend this meeting.  Both 7th and 8th grade families are asked to host Spanish students, so the first part of the meeting will be devoted to the Spanish students’ visit to WES.  Then, 7th grade parents may leave and we’ll discuss the 8th graders’ trip to Spain.  Dates are not confirmed yet, but we expect the Spanish students to be here in early March and our students to travel to Spain in mid-May.

GRADE 8 FRANCE EXCHANGE

The initial information meeting regarding the French exchange is Friday, October 16 at 8:15 a.m.  We ask that all parents of students taking French – both 7th and 8th grade – attend this meeting.  Both 7th and 8th grade families are asked to host French students, so the first part of the meeting will be devoted to the French students’ visit to WES.  Then, 7th grade parents are free to leave and we’ll discuss the 8th graders’ trip to France.  Dates are not confirmed yet, but we hope to have them shortly. We expect our students to travel to France in mid-May.

We encourage 7th and 8th grade ASC students to host and participate in the exchanges.  Parents should receive a “Preference Form” this week about the exchanges.  While we would like to accommodate everyone’s request, we are not always able to do so given the restraints of our sister schools and our attempt to balance the trips. 

PARENT VISITING DAYS
Please join some of your child’s classes for Visiting Days on October 21 and 22.  You will have the opportunity to sit in on classes between 8:15 and 10:30 both days.  All classes for the Middle School will be academic classes rather than special subjects, and you will be able to visit up to 3 classes on each day.  For 7th grade parents, you may also “step-up” and visit an 8th grade class.  From 10:30 – 11:00, you will have the opportunity to talk to or ask questions of the Division Directors and Mr. Work.   You will receive a more detailed schedule shortly.

CHESAPEAKE BAY TRIP – GRADE 8
The 8th grade is scheduled for the three-day trip to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation research centers on Smith Island or Port Isobel, Monday -Wednesday, November 2-4. Be sure to check out the Chesapeake Bay page on Mrs. Earle’s WES website; details regarding the trip will be forthcoming.  The beautiful and creative Bay critters made by our 8th graders are on display in the Middle School Science Lab.  Please stop by to see them.

FINAL FRONTIERS

Don’t forget the Final Frontiers contest of science and engineering!  This is open to all 5th through 8th graders attending a school in Montgomery County, and will be held on the morning of Saturday November 21st at Wootton High School in Rockville.  Congratulations again to last year’s highly successful team – see their photo on Mrs. Earle’s homepage!  For more information, contact Mrs. Earle or check out last year's guidelines at this web address:
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/woottonhs/academics/science/finalfront

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

The following activities are available every week after school for Middle School students.  There are also Community Service activities scheduled on various Friday afternoons throughout the year.

Clubs started last week and will run through the end of Term I.  New sign-up sheets will go out for Term II in November.

Monday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):


Required Sports


Study Hall in the Library


Library Assistant (Community Service)

Tuesday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):


School Scribble (newspaper)

Math Lab (7th grade:  3:30 – 4:00; 8th grade:  4:00 – 4:30)

Band Practice (All Band students should attend unless in Math Lab or School Scribble)


Study Hall in the Library


Library Assistant (Community Service)
Wednesday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):
  Required Sports and WESQwest for all Middle School students
Thursday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):


Clubs – Bridge, Ceramics, Film, Spanish 

Study Hall in the Library


Library Assistant (Community Service)
BOOK CLUB – 8th GRADE
The optional Grade 8 Book Club will meet October 28 and November 11 to discuss The Real Benedict Arnold by Jim Murphy.  Interested students can sign up with Ms. Kahn if they haven’t already.
MATH MEETS

Students in grades 5-8 are eligible to participate in Middle School math meets.  While competitive, these meets are designed to be fun and non-threatening.  The first math meet is scheduled for November 19 at Sidwell Friends School.  Sign-up sheets will be sent home several weeks before the meet; it is first-come first-served.  The remaining math meets are scheduled for February 2 at St. Patrick’s and April 19 at Norwood.
PROGRESS REPORTS

Middle School teachers will be writing Progress Reports in mid-October.  For the first term, all parents will receive reports containing grades from all of the core academic courses that meet daily, plus Latin.  Comments will be included if there is a problem.  After the first term, Progress Reports are used to alert parents to problems students are having or to report major improvement.

RELIEF OF STRESS IN 8TH GRADE
The Middle School faculty understands that 8th graders are incredibly busy during the first term.  Students are working hard to do well academically, compete on a WES team, visit secondary schools, begin applications and write essays. We have come up with several strategies to help students through this busy time:

· There will be no homework assigned on the weekends of November 13, December 4, December 11, and January 8 when the SSAT and High School Placement Test are given.

· The US History paper and the Physical Science poster project that are due in the first term have due dates that are about 11 days apart, November 2 and 13 respectively.

· There is an extra Multi class on Wednesday afternoons (October 21 – November 18) instead of Library class.  This class will generally be a study hall.
· During the Advisory period on September 28, Mrs. Postorino, the School Counselor, and Mrs. Oakley, the MSW counseling intern, facilitated a  discussion with the 8th graders about stress, its causes, and some ways to relieve stress.  They then led the students in an activity to help students relax and use imagery to relieve stress.
We recommend that parents do the following as well:

· Encourage your child to work on application essays early.  The weekends of the SSAT and HSPT when there is no homework are a good time for working on them.

· Set up appointments to visit schools as early in the fall as possible.  Try not to schedule more than one visit a week.

· Encourage your child to talk to teachers ahead of time and get assignments that will be missed when visiting schools.

SECONDARY SCHOOL PROCESS

Mrs. Wright has met with almost all of the 8th grade parents to discuss secondary school options.  If you have not yet scheduled your meeting, please contact Mrs. Wright right away.  In the past, some schools have asked parents for a copy of the student’s report card.  If you get a request for a report card, we suggest you call us and get a copy of your child’s transcript rather than sending the report card.  The comments that teachers write on report cards are written specifically to parents and not intended for use in the admissions process.  The transcript shows the 7th grade grades, but no comments.

If your 8th grade student is applying to any Catholic high schools, he or she will need to take the High School Placement Test (HSPT).  For information, please see Mrs. Wright, or download directly from http://www.adw.org.  Pre-registration is required. The test dates are:

Saturday, December ​​ 5 (registration deadline:  November 20)

Saturday, December 12(registration deadline:  December 4)

Also, many of the Catholic schools have mid-December application deadlines, so please check your calendars carefully.

Please note:  The following high schools in the Archdiocese of Washington have separate admissions procedures and may not require the HSPT.  They should be contacted directly:  St. Anselm’s Abbey School, Georgetown Preparatory School, The Heights School and Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart.

SSAT PREP CLASSES

The final English SSAT Prep class is Saturday, October 3 (8:30 – 10:30 or 10:30 – 12:30).  The math classes are scheduled for October 17, 24, 31 and November 7 from 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 – noon.  You will be receiving information shortly on which session your child should attend.
STUDENT COUNCIL

The Middle School elects a Student Council to serve from early October to mid-January and another group to serve mid-January to the end of the year.  A girl and a boy are elected from each homeroom, giving the Student Council eight members. Elections for the first term will be held during Advisory on Monday, October 5.  

WRAPPING PAPER
Please consider participating in the WES Parents Association (PA) gift wrap fundraiser.  The gift fundraiser is a crucial part of the PA budget.  The PA receives half of the money generated from all sales!  These funds support the skating trip, Founders Day Picnic, Faculty Appreciation Lunch, and the coffee service at school.  It also supports the Book Fair speaker, Parents Diversity Initiative, Harvest Party, and the New Parent Coffee.  It gives the PA funds to make gifts to the school such as the display case in the front lobby, projectors for the tablet computers, lighting in the Meeting Room, and much more.  The deadline for orders is Friday, October 2.  
