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September



8
Orientation Day 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.


9
First full day of classes



Pizza Day

10
After-school “Clubs Fair” (Ceramics, Film, French, Spanish, School Scribble) 
3:30 -4:30


12
SSAT English Prep Class (8th Grade) 8:30 – 10:30 or 10:30 – 12:30

15
Open Gym begins for Grades 5- 8 (7:30 – 8:00 a.m.)

Grade 8 Morning Meeting 8:15 a.m.


School Scribble, Math Lab, and Band Practice begin 3:30 – 4:30

16-18
7th Grade Caroline Furnace Trip

19
NO SSAT prep class today

21
Chesapeake Bay Critter Project due for 8th graders

22
School Picture Day – DRESS UNIFORM


Secondary School Fair at Norwood 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

24
Back-to-School Night 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

26
SSAT English Prep Class (8th Grade) 8:30 – 10:30 or 10:30 – 12:30

29
Grade 7 Morning Meeting 8:15 a.m.
30 
Grade 7 to FDR Memorial – Art Field trip – Regular School Uniform
October

3
SSAT English Prep Class (8th Grade) 8:30 – 10:30 or 10:30 – 12:30


4
WES Harvest Party 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

7
Pizza Lunch

9
Italy trip meeting for 7th grade parents 8:00 a.m.

10
SSAT prep class today

12
NO SCHOOL – Columbus Day Holiday

15
Spain exchange trip meeting for 7th and 8th grade parents 8:15 a.m.

16
French exchange trip meeting for 7th and 8th grade parents 8:15 a.m.

17
SSAT Math Prep Class (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - Noon

21-22
Parent Visiting Days 8:15 – 11:00 a.m.

21-23
Book Fair

24
SSAT Math Prep (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - Noon

30
NOON Dismissal

31
SSAT Math Prep (8th grade) 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - Noon

WELCOME to the 2009-2010 academic year at Washington Episcopal School!  The Middle School Message is published monthly (and e-mailed to parents) to keep students and parents apprised of forthcoming school events and other news.  It is intended to preview the coming weeks, to make your planning more efficient, and to present newsworthy items, particularly those that affect only Middle School students.  Be sure to continue to refer to the weekly bulletin, The School NeWES, generated by the school and posted on the website every Thursday. 

We welcome one new student to the 7th grade this year, Lizzie Moore.  We welcome two new teachers to the Band program – Rob Miller and Al Williams.  We also welcome Lisa Oakley, a Counseling Intern, who will be working with the School Counselor, Kristie Postorino.
Here is some information you may find helpful for the next few weeks, as well as for the rest of the school year.
MORNING MEETINGS

Morning grade level meetings provide helpful information about common patterns of development at each grade level and suggest ways parents can be most supportive.  All parents are encouraged to attend.  The eighth grade meeting is Tuesday, September 15 at 8:15 a.m., and the seventh grade meeting is Tuesday, September 29 at 8:15 a.m.  Both meetings are in the Library and we plan to start promptly at 8:15.

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

Middle School Back-to-School-Night is scheduled for Thursday, September 24, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.  We hope everyone will attend, and we look forward to seeing you that evening.  There will be a reception in the Library, followed by the opportunity to visit with your child’s homeroom teachers, academic teachers, and some of the special teachers.

SSAT PREP CLASSES

8th grade students have the opportunity to participate in Secondary School Admission Test prep classes on Saturday mornings. The English classes are September 12 and 26 and October 3 from 8:30 – 10:30 or 10:30 – 12:30.  The math classes are scheduled for October 17, 24, 31 and November 7 from 9:00 – 10:30 or 10:30 - noon.  Please contact Mrs. Wright if you’re interested.   Each class is $165 or $330 for both and students can sign up for one or both.  Checks should be payable to WES.

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

The following activities are available every week after school for Middle School students.  There are also Community Service activities scheduled on various Friday afternoons throughout the year.

There will be a “Club Fair” on Thursday, September 10, 3:30 – 4:30.  Teachers who sponsor the different clubs will talk about their activities and answer questions so that students can better decide which clubs they want to participate in. 

Monday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):


Required Sports


Study Hall in the Library


Computer Club Assistant (Community Service)


Library Assistant (Community Service)

Tuesday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):


School Scribble (Begins September 15.  More information available below)


Math Lab (Begins September 15. More information available below)


Band Practice (All Band students should attend unless in Math Lab.  Begins September 15)


Study Hall in the Library


Library Assistant (Community Service)
Wednesday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):
  Required Sports and WESQwest for all MS students
Thursday (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.):


Clubs – Ceramics, Film, French, Spanish (Begin September 17)


Bridge Club – we are still finalizing whether we can offer this activity


Study Hall in the Library


Library Assistant (Community Service)
LOCAL TRIPS

CAROLINE FURNACE

The 7th grade trip to Caroline Furnace is scheduled for September 16-18.  Details were included in the parent envelope on Orientation Day.  This trip is earlier than usual, so please return the forms right away. Caroline Furnace is located in the Shenandoah Valley, west of Luray, Virginia.
GRADE 7 TO FDR MEMORIAL
The annual 7th grade art field trip to the FDR Memorial is scheduled for Wednesday, September 30 (rain date October 14) from 8:20 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Students should be in regular school uniform (not dress uniform).  While on this field trip, students will practice sketching on site in a grand public space that features a variety of modern sculpture.  They will also learn about the architecture of the memorial from a park ranger and see demonstrations of on-site sketching of the sculptures from Ms. Miller.  This interdisciplinary project also prepares students for the sketching assignments in Italy.  
CHESAPEAKE BAY

The 8th grade is scheduled for the three-day trip to the Chesapeake Bay (Smith Island or Port Isobel East) on Monday -Wednesday, November 2-4.  Preliminary information is posted on Mrs. Earle’s Chesapeake Bay page on the WES website, and more details regarding the trip will be forthcoming.  Students, don't forget that your Chesapeake Bay Critter Project is due Monday, September 21!   The assignment and information on a good research site are also available on Mrs. Earle’s page.

EUROPEAN TRIPS

We do not have firm dates for any of the Europe trips at this point, but hope to have them in the next few weeks.  Generally, the trips take place in early to mid May.

GRADE 7 ITALY TRIP
All 7th grade parents are invited to attend the Italy meeting on Friday, October 9 at 8:15 a.m. in the 2nd floor Meeting Room.  
GRADE 8 SPAIN EXCHANGE 

The initial information meeting regarding the Spanish exchange is Thursday, October 15 at 8:15 a.m.   We ask that all parents of students taking Spanish – both 7th and 8th grade – attend this meeting.  Both 7th and 8th grade families are asked to host Spanish students, so the first part of the meeting will be devoted to the Spanish students’ visit to WES.  Then, 7th grade parents may leave and we’ll discuss the 8th graders’ trip to Spain.  Dates are not confirmed yet, but we expect the Spanish students to be here in early March.

GRADE 8 FRANCE EXCHANGE 

The initial information meeting regarding the French exchange is Friday, October 16 at 8:15 a.m.  We ask that all parents of students taking French – both 7th and 8th grade – attend this meeting.  Both 7th and 8th grade families are asked to host French students, so the first part of the meeting will be devoted to the French students’ visit to WES.  Then, 7th grade parents may leave and we’ll discuss the 8th graders’ trip to France. 

We encourage 7th and 8th grade ASC students to host and participate in the exchanges.   Parents of ASC students should contact Mrs. Wright to discuss which exchange meeting they should attend.

NOTES & REMINDERS
ARRIVAL TIMES and ATTENDANCE

Consistent attendance is very important.  Being late to school has a cumulative effect on the day’s progress and is disruptive to the other students.  We ask that Middle School students arrive in the Middle School Commons no later than 8:00 a.m.  We also ask that your child not arrive at WES too early; the doors will generally not be open until 7:15 – 7:30 a.m.
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

We enjoy celebrating your child’s birthday with a healthy treat sent from home.  Please notify Mrs. Wright and let her know your plans ahead of time.  There may be other events planned during lunch on the day you wanted to send something in, and an alternate date may have to be used.

CELL PHONES 

Cell phones are not allowed at school for students below Grade 7. For Middle School students, cell phone use is not permitted in the school building before, during or after the academic day. Middle School cell phones must be turned off and kept in a locker while in the building. After school, Middle School students may only use a cell phone when they have left the building, and then only with specific permission from a teacher or administrator and in the presence of that teacher or administrator.  Any use of a cell phone that does not follow these guidelines will result in the immediate confiscation of the cell phone. The student’s parent must retrieve the cell phone from the Middle School Director. Cell phones may never be used to take pictures or videos, to text message or to access the Internet while on school property. Multiple or significant infractions may result in the loss of cell phone privileges.

COMMUNITY SERVICE  
All Middle School students need to perform ten hours of community service each year.  Some of this can be accomplished in school (school sponsored events), while some generally must be completed outside of school.  When performed outside of WES, a form is provided to the students to verify their involvement.  Reminder:  Graduates do not receive their certificates until this requirement is met.

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Mrs. Parker is looking for a few library volunteers to help with shelving books.  These volunteers will need to commit to working in the library at least one hour a week, most likely after school.  Interested students should see Mrs. Parker for more details.

Mrs. Boynton is looking for a Computer Club aide on Monday afternoons, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Interested students should see Mrs. Wright for more details.
Mrs. Henderson is looking for 2-3 students to help put away chairs and clean up the gym following a memorial service on Sunday, September 13.  Students would need to be at WES 4:00 – 5:00 that afternoon.  Please see Mrs. Wright if interested.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Portable electronic equipment such as iPods, CD players, and handheld computer games are not allowed at school.  This ban extends to Extended Day and to school sponsored field trips as well.

FINAL FRONTIERS

First call for the Final Frontiers contest of science and engineering!  This is open to all 5th through 8th graders attending a school in Montgomery County, and is usually held on the second Saturday in November at Wootton High School in Rockville.  Congratulations again to last year’s highly successful team – see their photo on Mrs. Earle’s homepage!  For more information, contact Mrs. Earle or check out last year's guidelines are at this web address:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/SCHOOLS/WOOTTONHS/academics/science/finalfront/index.html
HOMEWORK

Homework is an integral part of success in academics.  In most of the core courses, homework is assigned for each night. Most weeks, students have at least one study hall and these study halls are a good opportunity to complete one or two assignments.  Parents may be notified via email if homework is not turned in or is incomplete.

Middle School homework is posted on the WES website (under “Academics”).  We prefer that students write down assignments in their assignment books or refer to assignment sheets first, using the website as a back-up.  Please refer to the website when a student is absent.

Beyond Homework

By the time students are of middle school age, they should understand the distinction between "homework" and "study."  Homework is the completion of assigned reading, worksheets, or exercises.  Study goes beyond that - reading more on a topic, going over notes, making a study guide for a test or other activities that increase the student's grasp of the material.  It also encourages the students to determine what they know well and what they need more work on.  While we don't expect students to do this every night, certainly they should start using extra time to practice these important skills.  So if your child says, "I've finished my homework,” you might suggest he or she take a few minutes to "study."

“I-Search” project/paper for seventh graders

In 7th grade English, from the second week of school through early November, your seventh graders will be doing research on a topic of their choice, reflecting on the research process, and writing about both the process and their findings.  The purposes of this project/paper are to have students continue to develop their research skills and strategies and to improve their non-fiction writing abilities.  Students usually enjoy this project because they are researching a topic of personal interest.

The WES library website is a marvelous resource for this project, as is the WES library itself.  It is very helpful for your child to have access to the Internet at home so that he or she can go to the WES library site.  Students are told to NOT do “Google” searches on their topic until a certain fixed date when Mrs. Gagné leads them through an activity dealing with the evaluation of websites.  

Besides making the Internet available for English homework, the main support you can give is to ask questions that might stimulate your child’s thinking—such as “What do you find interesting about that topic?” or “I wonder why .........” or “Where do you think you can find information about this topic?”  Some students will conduct an interview with someone who has knowledge of their topics.  If you know of someone with knowledge and can help your child connect to this person, that is another way to help.  Please contact Ellen Gagné with questions you have as the project moves along.  

MATH LAB

There is an optional math lab scheduled for most Tuesday afternoons (3:30 – 4:00 for 7th grade and 4:00 – 4:30 for 8th grade).  The format for these labs is informal in that students may drop in to ask questions and get help on specific problems.  Once a student has his or her questions answered, he or she may leave to go home or to attend some other activity, such as Band practice or Study Hall.  Some students choose to stay for the entire time to hear other students’ questions or to work on math homework.  

MATH MEETS

Students in grades 5-8 are eligible to participate in Middle School math meets.  While competitive, these meets are designed to be fun and non-threatening.  The first math meet is scheduled for November 19 at Sidwell.  Sign-up sheets will be sent home several weeks before the meet; it’s first-come first-served.  The remaining math meets are scheduled for February 2 at St. Patrick’s and April 19 at Norwood.

PARENT ABSENCES

Occasionally one or both parents may be away from home for business or other reasons, leaving the child at home with a guardian (au pair, friend, family member).  For some children this can be a difficult time resulting in some disruption with the routine both at home and at school.  It is helpful to let the school know when such absences occur so that we might understand any unusual behavior and so we all know whom to contact in the event of a concern or emergency here at school.

School Scribble

Many of you have read the WES School Scribble, a newspaper published by Middle School students three or four times a year.  Students interested in participating in this activity should come to the “Club Fair” on Thursday, September 10 (3:30 – 4:30 p.m.) to learn more about it.  The first meeting of the Scribble staff will be on Tuesday, September 15 in the 8A classroom.
Students on the Scribble staff meet every Tuesday from 3:30 to 4:30.  They brainstorm, write, revise, and edit articles about WES school news, national and international news or issues, sports, movies, books, or a wide variety of other topics.  Some students specialize in creating cartoons or doing the layout for the newspaper.  They learn about such journalistic concepts as “objectivity,” “balance,” and “fairness.”  They practice writing succinctly and clearly, yet in an interesting manner.  They become aware of their various audiences (students, parents, WES board members, teachers, etc.)  Students frequently collaborate on articles.
Students are welcome to try out this activity to see if they like it.  However, those who do not produce publishable work after several weeks may be asked to leave.   Parents are asked to help by 1) arranging to have their child picked up at 4:30 on Tuesdays and 2) keeping outside appointments on Tuesdays to a minimum.

If you think your child might be interested in participating in School Scribble, please discuss it with him or her and encourage him or her to try it.  If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Seth Fangboner (K1 teacher) by phone or email (sfangboner@w-e-s.org).
SECONDARY SCHOOL ADMISSION – CLASS OF 2009

The class of 2009 did well this past year as they made plans for their secondary school education. Students were accepted into the following schools (underline/bold indicates schools students will attend):


Brooks (MA), Bullis,  Burke, Connelly, Field, Foxcroft (VA), Georgetown Day, Gonzaga, Good Counsel, Hill (PA), Holton Arms, Holy Cross, Landon, Madeira, Maret, National Cathedral,  O’Connell, Potomac, St. Albans, St. Andrews Episcopal School, St. Andrews (DE), St. John’s, St. Stephens and St. Agnes,  Sidwell Friends, Stone Ridge, and Taft (CT). In addition, one graduate is attending Walt Whitman High School, one is attending Langley High School, one is attending Washington Latin Public Charter School and one returned to her home country, Bahrain.

UNIFORMS

Parents are asked to ensure that students are dressed in the appropriate uniform each morning before arriving at school.  We draw your attention particularly to the fact that sneakers must be completely black and that hooded sweatshirts are considered outerwear and not allowed to be worn inside.  There is both a letter and a spirit to the uniform policy, and we ask for your support.

USED BOOKS

Some students like to purchase used textbooks to keep at home so that they don’t have to carry so many heavy books home each day. We have used books for 7th grade French and Spanish (just a few), Geography, Life Science, Latin, and Pre-Algebra.  For 8th grade, we have Algebra, English, French and Spanish (just a few), History, Physical Science, and Latin books available.  Please let Mrs. Wright know if you’d like to purchase one of these books for $20 each (English, French, Spanish and Latin books are $15).  Proceeds from the sales of used books go toward the 8th grade class gift.

8TH GRADE BOOK CLUB

Jeanie Kahn, Learning Specialist, is pleased to again offer an optional 8th grade Book Club, the purpose of which is to use literature to develop a more personal acquaintance with a specific time in history.  The months and topics have been coordinated with Mr. Wahl to complement the history curriculum as well as the students’ schedules.  Each student who participates will be responsible for obtaining the book.  Once a book is assigned, the students will have a month to read it.  They will meet with Ms. Kahn during lunch approximately 2 weeks into the reading to discuss, clarify and predict.  Finally, the students and Ms. Kahn will have an open discussion about the book as well as the period of history that it illustrates.  The participating students’ history term grade will reflect their additional effort.  There are five books chosen for the year; a student may participate for one, several or all books.   A sign-up sheet with more information will be available on Orientation Day and will also be emailed.  Please contact Ms. Kahn for more information.

The Middle School faculty is looking forward to a wonderful year with your children.  Please do not hesitate to call Nancy Wright, your child’s advisor, or any of the teachers with questions and concerns. 

